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Lesson for January 20 in this issue 


Lesson 3.—Peter’s Lesson in Humble Service. 
John 13:1-17; 1 Peter 5:5. 

Notes on Open Letters: 
Are We Giving in This Way? 

How We Came to Believe in the Lord's 
Return. II. 

The Bandit, the Gun, and the Prayer. 
B. R. Opper 

Girls’ Problems of Today. 
Mother Ruth 

Notes From a Layman’s 
By Ernest Gordon 

A Survey of Religious Life and Thought. 
By Ernest Gordon 

International Uniform Lesson . 

Teacher Training Lessons 

Children at Home 

From the Father of a Martyred Missionary. 
By Peter Stam 

The Young People’s Prayer Meeting. 
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For Family Worship. By Ernest Wads- 





Greek Testament. 


How Shall This People 
Praise the Lord? 


By Helen Frazee - Bower 
(Psalm 102 :18; 2 Corinthians 5 :.17) 


OW shall this people praise the Lord, 
who fell 
From that high place appointed unto man ? 
The guilty heart, the lying lips,.can tell 
No song of praise. Must God forsake His 


plan, 

Set down for generations yet to be, 
Abandon that appointed -in-His Word ? 
Nay, what He speaks abides: eternally. . 

And yet, — people could not praise the 


° 


How then? Ah, God is faithful, and His 
Christ 
Obedient and faithful unto death, 
And that wrought out on Calvary sufficed 
To conquer all. The resurrection breath 
That said, ‘‘ Receive,’’ discovered hidden 
ways: 
The new man lost in Christ has found his 
praise. 
we 


For Safe Navigating 


Living on earth is not safe unless we 
look up at the sky. Will Rogers, America’s 
humorist-philosopher, tells of a conversa- 
tion with the great Australian aviator, Sir 
Kingsford-Smith, while the SOS calls 
were coming from Ulm and ‘his two flight 
companions, lost over the Pacific Ocean 
while trying to find the Hawaiian Islands. 
Kingsford-Smith told how important navi- 
gation was in flying, especially over the 
ocean. Will Rogers commented: “Thou- 
sands can fly, but few can find a speck in 
the ocean. You got to be on intimate terms 
with astronomy. ... It’s Old Man Sun, 
moon, and stars that you want to be on 


speaking terms with.” Surely this is a 
reminder of the necessity of the upward, 
heavenly look while we are living and 
traveling down here. The “Sun of right- 
ousness” must be watched if we would be 
kept in safety. “If ye then be risen with 
Christ, seek those things which are above, 
where Christ sitteth on the right hand of 
God” (Col. 3:1). The only way to run 
successfully “the race that is set before 
us,” is by “looking unto Jesus” (Heb. 


32: 2). 
a 
When Testimony Convinces 


Witnesses are not supposed to draw 
attention to themselves. It is their busi- 
ness to convince people of certain facts. 
The Christian witness is expected to “shew 
how great things God hath done.” A 
Christian woman has been doing unusual 
work in Bible teaching and in personal 
evangelism among high school and college 
students. A friend says of her: “Her 
versatility, adaptability, charm, and wit win 
the confidence and admiration of young 
and old alike, and yet at the close of a 
conference the. testimonies ring out the 
wonder of what God has done, and not 
haw wonderful she is.” Surely that is 
the best tribute that could be paid to any 
Christian witness, 
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God's Portrayal 


HAT reverent student of God’s 

Word has not been startled by the 

amazing picture of a lost world 
revealed in the third chapter of Romans? 
The strokes of the inspired apostle’s brush 
are so bold and clear that no one can doubt 
what age he is portraying. Yet the deline- 
ation carries with it an indictment so tre- 
mendous that few of God’s ministers today 
have the temerity to unveil the canvas be- 
fore their congregations. 

“Both Jews and Gentiles,” —the divine 
description of all mankind, — “that they are 
all under sin; as it is written, There is 
none righteous, no, not one.” In these days 
when men’s sins are being whitewashed 
with such doctrines as the universal Father- 


“hood of ‘God and the universal brother- 


hood of man, who dares to rub off the 
cheap whitewash and reveal the awful 
blackness of a benighted world? “All 
under SIN... . none righteous, no, NOT 
ONE!” 

“Ah, but my neighbors! they are all 
good people. They belong to the church; 
they -give to charity; they have been very 
good to me, Yes, I know they do not 


A King Pleads for Peace 


Imminent war increases the need of 
peace, Great Britain recently declared that 
disarmament was a failure and that the 
empire must strengthen its defenses. 
Shortly after, King George made a re- 
markable plea for peace. He opened the 
new session of Parliament, late in Novem- 
ber, in “The Speech from the Throne,” 
with what the Toronto Globe calls, in 
headlines, “King’s Fervent Plea for Peace 
of World.” The King said: “My relations 
with the foreign powers continue to be 
friendly. Maintenance of world peace does 
not cease to give my Government most 
anxious concern.” The Globe's report says: 
“Significantly, the speech concluded: ‘I 
pray that, under the blessing of God, the 
outcome of your deliberations may advance 
the happiness and well-being of my people, 
and the peace of the world.’ Ordinarily, 
the speech would have ended, ‘of my peo- 
ple’” Christ, the Prince of peace, while 
having plainly declared that wars will con- 
tinue to the end of the age, at the same 
time pleads with men to accept him as 
their peace, and thereby be at peace with 
God, for he “came and preached peace to 
you which were afar off, and to them that 
were nigh” (Eph. 2:17). If all men’were 
at peace with God wars between men could 
not occur. 
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of a Lost World 


believe in Jesus Christ as a personal Sav- 
iour, but I can’t help feeling that they are 
all right.” Such statements are often heard 
from the lips of Christians today. Where 
is the Christian fidelity that asks men to 
look at God’s canvas without rose-colored 
spectacles? 

“There is none that understandeth, there 
is none that seeketh after God.” 

“Doesn't God see our philoséphers? 
Why, I heard Professor give such a 
wonderful address on ‘The God of All 
Religions.’ I am sure he must understand 
God. And our scientists! Certainly they 
are seeking after God.” 

Yes, God sees them, and the picture is 
only darkened by their hypocrisy. They 
continue to search the sophistries of men’s 
minds and the wonders of God's handi- 
work, but if they reject the “only begotten 
Son” who “declares” God to those that 
believe, their work is vain. A world that 
is interested almost exclusively in the so- 
called achievements of unbelievers, in ‘re- 
ligion, art, and science has little time for 
the God who cradled himself in asmanger 
nineteeh hundred years ago. “The natural 
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man receiveth not the things of the Spirit 
of God: for they are foolishness unto him: 
neither can he know them, because they are 
spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. 2:14). No 
unbeliever in ail the worid would ever 
seek God if God did not first seek him 
(John 6: 44). 

“They are all gone out of the way, they 
are together become unprofitable; there is 
nore that doeth good, no, not one.” 

What does God think of our vaunted 
twentieth century civilization? With all 
its boasted humanitarianism it is so offen- 
sive to him that only for the sake of “the 
elect”; who are “the salt” of the reeking 
earth does he withhold his apocalyptic judg- 
ments. By a multiplication of machines 
men have turned the beautiful earth, which 
he gave them “to dress and keep,” into a 
madhouse of machine-criven men, women, 
and children. The very countries where 
the open Bible is in almost every home are 
those that lead in the so-called progress 
toward a world of robots. Little wonder 
that God permits a world-wide economic 
catastrophe to retard such “progress.” The 
cries of starving children and distracted 
parents drown to his ears all the prattle of 

‘politicians and .apostate social reformers. 

“None that doeth good, no, Not ONE”! 
“Why callest thou ME good?” asked the 
Only One who was good, “there is none 
good but ... God.” “This is the work 
of God” — the only good an unbeliever can 

. do—“that ye believe on him whom he 
hath sent.” Every act of a rebel is rebel- 
lion. Every sermon preached by lips that 
deny Christ’s deity is blasphemy to the ear 
of God. Every prayer of a Christ-re- 
jector is as open blasphemy in God’s sight. 

Who dares to preach such a Gospel? Yet 





The Indictment in Romans 


“What then? are we better than they? 
No, in no wise: for we have before 
proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they 
are all under sin; 

As.it is written, There is none right- 
eous, no, not one: 

_ There is none that understandeth, 
there is none that seeketh after God. 

They are all gone out of the way, they 
are together become unprofitable; there 
is none that doeth good, no, not one. 

Their throat: is an. open sepulchre; 
with their tongues they have used deceit ; 
the poison of asps is under their lips: 

Whose mouth is full of cursing and 
bitternéss : 


Their feet are swift to shed blood: 

Destruction and misery are in their 
ways: 

Andi the way of peace have they not 
known 

» There is no fear of God before their 
eyes. 

Now we know that what things soever 
the law saith, it saith to them who are 
under the law: that every mouth may be 
.stopped, and all the world may become 
guilty before God. 

Therefore by the deeds of the law 
there shall no flesh be justified in his 
sight : for by the law is the knowledge 
of sin. 

But now the righteousness of God 
without the law is manifested, being 
witnessed by the law and the prophets ; 


“Even the righteousness of God which 
is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and 
upon all them that believe: for there is 
no ‘difference : 

“For all “have sinned, and come short 
of the glory of God. 














THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


who dares do less? God speaks plainly. 
With each successive touch of his master- 
brush the picture grows more loathsome 
to our gaze. None but God could so de- 
pict the human heart. Let men accuse him 
of cynicism if they will, but let them be 
careful to search their own hearts first. 
They will find representative human hearts 
under their own coats. 

“Their. throat is an open sepulchre” — 
a grave of decomposing flesh. 

“With their tongues they have used de- 
ceit” — what” unregenerate man can tame 
his tongue, “set on fire of hell”? 

“The poison of asps is under their lips” 
—the whole world is poisoned with that 
awful venom. Every ruined girl, every 
broken home, every war in human history 
—the poisoned tongue is responsible for 
them all, --» 

“Whose mouth is full of cursing and bit- 
terness.” “Cut of the abundance of the 
heart tne mouth speaketh” — what a reve- 
lation | 

“By thy words thou shalt be justified, 
and by thy words thou shalt be con- 
demned” — who can stand under such an 
indictment? 

Truly, Christians, “not by works of right- 
eousness which we have done, but accord- 
ing to his mercy he saved us, by the wash- 
ing of regeneration, and renewing of the 
Holy Ghost.” 

“Their feet are swift to shed blood: 
destruction and misery are in their ways: 
and the way of peace have they not known.” 
World veace? Far from it! Who can 
waik among the unnumbered crosses in 
Flanders fields and deny the truth of God’s 
indictment? “Their feet are swift to shed 
blood: destruction and misery are in their 
ways,” —millions of nominal Christians, 
using the implements of a so-called Chris- 
tian civilization and supported (?) by the 
prayers of their nationals, slaughtering fel- 
low Christians by tens of thousands. Uni- 
versal peace? Not while a soldier stands 
guard over the spot where the Prince of 
Peace was born; not while human govern- 
ments refuse to recognize “the God of all 
peace’ in their Peace Conferences; not 
while nations: prate of peace and build 
larger navies! Not until the Prince. of 
Peace rules with a rod of iron. “The way 
of peace have they not known.” “I am 
the way ...-no man cometh unto the 
Father, but by me.” Individuals and nations 
alike could find “the way” if they would. 
The Florentine Republic, the only state in 
history te elect Christ King, burned Savon- 
arola because he led it to worship Christ 
instead of a iman. History only intensifies 
the Creator’s indictment. 

With a final stroke God completes the 
picture: “There is no fear of God before 
their eyes.” No age deserves such a stroke 
more than curs. “The devils believe and 
tremble”; but where is the man who trem- 
bles today at the thought of God’s judg- 
ments? The whole world is in the grip of 
fear — but not the fear of God. It is “the 
fear of man” which “bringeth a snare”; 
the fear of a future darkened by clouds of 
unbelief. The descendants of those stal- 
warts who quailed under Jonathan Ed- 
wards’ sermon, “Sinners in the Hands of 
an Angry God,” laugh at the mention of 
God’s judginents. Pulpits which once 
thundered the anathemas of God now ad- 
minister -soothing syrup to consciences 
already seared by worldliness. The awful 


- for the same purpose. 
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predictions of judgment from the truest, 
tenderest lips that ever spoke are passed 
over in silence by those who extol him as 
the Master-teacher, the highest product of 
an atheistic evolutionary hypothesis. 
Truly it is a shocking scene. Why 
should a beneficent Creator so portray his 
own creation? There can be no mistaking 
his motive; he states it clearly: “That 
every mouth may be stopped, and all the 
world may become guilty before God.” Is 


(Continued on page 6) 
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Are We Giving in This Way? 


Having much is no indication of the 
willingness to give much. Some of the 
most beautiful and startlingly generous giv- 
ing in Christian service is not from those 
who give in large sums, but from those 
who with a deep consciousness of steward- 
ship, give wonderfully in small sums. An 
example of this has been brought to the 
attention of THE SuNnpAy ScHoo, TIMES 
through the gifts of one of its readers who 
says that she is an elderly woman living 
alone, and whose sight is not good. 

She uses some of her means for sub- 
scriptions to THE SunpAy ScHooL TIMES 
and CurIsTIAN YoutH to be sent to vari- 
ous persons, and she says that what little 
reading she is able to do must be good 
reading. She explains that she is trying 
to help all she can with her means as the 
time is short, and her gifts come out of 
what she has earned by doing housework 
for another woman who is also alone. 
Then she bears this striking testimony: 
“But the more I give to God’s work, the 
more he gives to me.” 

At another time she gives ten dollars to 
send the TrMEs to missionaries; then again 
four dollars to send the Times to other 
friends, and a dollar to be given where 
the Times may think the money is needed. 
Still again she sends ten dollars, which 
she calls “just a little to send THe SUNDAY 
ScHoot Times to anyone who-cannot afford 
to pay for it,” and a few. months before 
that came ten dollars from the same source 
“To encourage you 
in your work for the dear Lord, who gives 
so freely,” comes twenty dollars to supply 
the TiMEs to some who cannot afford to 
pay for it. The remarkable woman ex- 
plains that in the month of June the chim- 
ney of her house was struck by lightning 
in a very heavy. thunder and rain storm, 
from the dangers of which she had a nar- 
row escape. Saying that the insurance 
that was carried just paid for the repairs, 
she now gives what she calls “a little.” 

Apart from the particular use to which 
these contributions are devoted, what shall 
we say, we who have fairly comfortable 
incomes, about our attitude toward stew- 
ardship when we think of gifts like these 
all from the same person, and in quick 
succession? If there is any point at which 
we ought to curtail expenditures, surely 
the line ought not to be drawn at giving 
to the spread of the Gospel, whether in 
print, or in the word that is preached by 
the colporteur, the SENS, or the min- 


_ ister in his pulpit. 
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How We Came to Believe in the Lord's Return 























Robert C. McQuilkin 


President Columbia Bible College, Columbia, S. C. 


BOUT thirty years ago the old Y. M. 

C. A. at Fifteenth and Chestnut, 
in Philadelphia, included among its other 
activities real Bible study and real evan- 
gelistic meetings. However, the hand-ball 
court was more popular than the Bible 
classes. With a number of other young 
men I used to go regularly to the gym- 
nasium floor to play hand-ball. One night, 
having some time to spare before the others 
came for the game, I slipped into a back 
seat in one of the first floor Bible classes. 
A venerable looking old gentleman was 
reading and teaching the Bible. I ‘had 
come in expecting to stay five or ten min- 
utes. I remained a regular.member of the 
class for three years — as long as the class 
continued. When I came out that first 
evening, at the close of the class, I said to 
myself: “There -is a man who really .be- 
lieves the Bible is the actual Word of God, 
And I believe he is right.” The thrill of 
really hearing God speak was consciously 
mine for the first time. 

The teacher was Dr. W. J. Erdman, for- 
merly the pastor of D. L. Moody, who said 
of him that he knew the Bible better ‘than 
any other man in America. 

In those classes Dr. Erdman told of the 
return of the Lord Jesus Christ, and told 
of it in such a vivid, yet matter-of-fact 
way, that the Hope became a great reality. 
At one of the luncheons the Religious 
Work Director, an earnest Christian, 
asked: “Doctor, what-do you think of this 
dream of the Jews ‘that they will get .back 
to Jerusalem?” Dr, Erdman, with his 
gracious little smile, replied: “Oh! that 
is not a dream of the Jews, that is a 
prophecy of the Word of God.” 

Dr. Erdman told us that Palestine was 
the center of the earth. He explained how 
Great Britain, France, Germany, Russia, 
all were eager to control Palestine, which 
held the key to the control of three con- 
tinents. He told us that not one of these 
nations would get .it, for it was reserved 
for the King of kings and the Lord of 
lords. When Dr. Erdman spoke at that 
time of the return of.the Jews to Pales- 
tine, of the way the world was preparing 
for great conflict among the nations, of 
how Palestine would develop wealth and 
become a prize for which the nations would 
contend, his words seemed to some to :be 
fanciful interpretations. But all the thirty 
years since have been full of thrilling con- 
firmations of God’s prophetic Word. 

I was deeply interested later to learn 
how Dr. Erdman himself had come -to -be- 
lieve in the personal return of Christ and 
in the setting up of his Kingdom here on 
earth, He was chosen because of his 
scholarly gifts to give a series of lectures 
to refute Premillennialism. After his 
thorough manner, he made a complete study 
of the Bible in preparation for the lectures. 
In opening them he explained that, while 
he had intended to refute the .premillennial 
view, he had learned through his study of 
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More than twenty years ago a Chris- 
tian woman said to the Editor of The 
Sunday School Times, “ Have you ever 
studied the Second Coming of Christ?” 
He replied that he had not. “Do so, and 
do it at once,” she said; “it is the key 
that unlocks the Bible.” 


He acted on her advice, and found 
that she spoke the truth. The Bible 
became a new book to him, as it has 
to so many others when that “ blessed 
hope” has become a reality. 

The Times rejoices in its privilege 
in publishing this series of personal 
testimonies, from well known Bible 
teachers, telling how this central truth 
of the Scriptures was opened to them. 
The series began with a notable article 
by Dr. James M. Gray, of the Moody 
Bible Institute, early last year. Last 
week’s issue gave four more testimo- 
nies, and still more will appear later. 
The contributors to the series are Dr. 
W. B. Riley, Dr. A. C. Gaebelein, Dr. 
Mark A. Matthews, Dr. Lewis Sperry 
Chafer, Dr. Harris H. Gregg, Dr. 
Arthur IL. Brown, President Robert 
C. McQuilkin, Dr. Wilbur M. Smith, 
Canon F. E. Howitt, Dean Lew Wade 
Gosnell, J. Davis Adams, I. H. Linton, 
and Canon Dyson Hague. 








the Word that it was God’s truth, and he 
gave his first series of lectures on the pre- 
millennial Coming of Christ. He used to 
recommend the book by Dr. David Brown, 
presenting the postmillennial view, as one 
of the best books in favor of Premillennial- 
ism because of its fair statement of the 
“pre” view and its failure to refute it. Dr. 
Erdman, in his quiet, humorous way, stated 
that there were three views: the “pre,” the 
“post,” and another view, which was 
neither pre nor post, and which might be 
called the pre-post-erous view! 

I should like further to honor Dr. Erd- 
man’s memory by saying that I do not feel 
that my belief in the premillennial return 
of Christ came from Dr. Erdman, noted 
Bible teacher though he was, but from 
the Word of God, which Dr. Erdman al- 
lowed to speak for itself in such clear and 
clarion notes that none could doubt either 
the truth of Christ’s personal return or its 
tremendous import. 

$y 


Harris H. Gregg, D.D. 

Pastor, North Shore Baptist Church, Flushing, N. Y. 
LTHOUGH brought up in a “Low 
Church” Episcopalian home and 

church, I do not recall that the Lord’s 
return was ever the subject of conversa- 
tion or sermon. It may have been. 

When six years of age I was buried 
under tons of wheat in a granary which 
collapsed. God heard my cry, “O God, 
don’t let me die!” After they found my 
body I came back to life. As well as I 
could I told the Lord Jesus that, therefore, 
my life belonged to him. It was a small 
thank offering. 

As I grew up I wanted to be a lawyer. 
But in my senior year at Williams Col- 


lege, under Mark Hopkins, to keep my 
childhood promise to the Lord Jesus, I 
surrendered to him for his Gospel ministry. 
Living in Chicago, I entered McCormick 
Presbyterian Seminary, where Dr. D. C; 
Marquis taught the Lord’s return. But I 
was too blind to understand it. Because — 
of my shameful ignorance of the Bible, 
while in the Seminary, I had a terrible 
conflict with Satan, and with my deceitful 
heart, and with the world’s unbelief, over 
the Bible. But the Lord won out. He 
never left me. He had told me that he 
never would (Heb. 13: 5, 6; Psa. 32:8). 
My first pastorate was in the Presbyte- 


_tian home mission field. Unable to ex- 


pound God’s Word, I had to find a text, 
get a subject out of it, and reason out its 
subdivisions. My first Sunday evening’s 
text was, “The spirit of Elijah doth rest 
upon Elisha.” The Bible being God's 
Word, I argued that the Gospel must needs 
conquer the world, and sweep it into. ©2 
Kingdom of God. That is true; but I 
was wrong in saying that it is doing so in 
this era of “Pentecost,” during “the times 
of the Gentiles,” “this present evil age.” 
I did not know the prophetic parables of 
Matthew 13, nor the prophecies of Matthew 
24 and 25. It was decidedly a postmillen- 
nial sermon, without my knowing that’ it 
was. 

But the Lord is faithful, and immediately 
corrected that sermon. 

That night his vision and voice came to 
me in my sleep (Job 33: 14-16). In my 
dream I was caught up into the heavens 
among the stars (1 Thess. 4: 13-18), and 
a voice said, “Where is Daniel the 
prophet?” (Matt. 24:15.) I awoke, greatly 
startled at what I had seen and heard. I 
believed that it was from the Lord Jesus, 
and that I must not mention it until he 
interpreted it to me by his Word. This 
he did seven months later. : 

That fall, before the Lord did interpret 
it, I had the greatest conflict of my life 
with unbelief. And it was the last. Satan 
was determined that I should not believe 
God. But the Lord met him for nie. Then 
the Lord Jesus overwhelmed me with his 
grace, his preciousness, his Person, and 
presence. He opened to me the Scriptures 
(Psa. 32:8). He made his Gospel of sal- 
vation so plain (Eph. 1:6, 7). He as- 
sured me that he had saved me, and sent 
me. I lived at his feet. I pored over his 
Word. I now began to see all things 
through his eyes, and weigh all men, and 
their words, by his glory and his words. 

Instead of the world sweeping into the 
Kingdom of God through redemption and 
regeneration, I saw that all the Gentile 
nations anciently had apostasized from 
God’s word of salvation through Christ, 
to follow Satan’s idolatries and Sodom; 
that Israel had followed them; and that 
Christendom was more apostate than all, 
because of its greater light. I could do 
little else but sorrow over the world, and 
sob before the Lord. Tears were my meat 
and drink. The burden was killing me. I 
expected to die one day when alone with 
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him. He directed my thoughts to a book 
there in my room. I had never read it. 
It was a report of a Prophetic Conference 
in Chicago, The first address was by Dr. 
Goodwin on Acts 1:11: “The Personal, 
Visible, and Imminent Coming of Christ.” 
The glory of it lifted me to the mountain 
of God. I saw that the Lord Jesus is com- 
ing again. I thought that he must needs 
come that very day. The joy of it rolled 
my burden away. I have not been able to 
see any man since, “save Jesus only.” “A 
man can receive nothing, except it be given 
him from heaven.” Ask the Lord Jesus 
about his return, and he will tell you. 


we 


Canon Dyson Hague, D.D. 


Rector, Church of the Epiphany, Toronto 
Lecturer in Liturgics and Ecclesiastical History, 
Wycliffe College 
THINK I came to believe in the Lord’s 
return first of all through the Rev. W. 


S. Rainsford, who was the means of the 


greatest revival, about 1878-80, that To- 
ronto has ever known. Vast numbers of 
people listened to him as he preached, with 
the fervor of a Wesley or a Moody, the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. In those days he 
was an intense Evangelical and preached 
with passionate earnestness the need of 
conversion, the power of the Word, and 
the Second Coming of Christ. That drove 
me to the Bible and, though it is so long 
ago,—over fifty years, — it was the read- 
ing of Matthew 24 and 25 and the well- 
known passages in Thessalonians and Peter 
and John and the Revelation that estab- 
lished it in me as a conviction and made it 
one of the centers of my faith and preach- 


The sermons of Mr. Moody, who was a 
great friend of my father, also influenced 
me not a little in my youth, as well as 
Gordon’s «“Ecce Venit,” and _ especially 
Grattan Guinness, whom I met in London. 
His “Approaching End of the Age” and 
his other works, especially the “Divine 
Programme,” that magnificent book, 
strengthened and settled me in the belief. 
I may say, too, as an Anglican, that nearly 
all the great Evangelicals of our Church, 
men like Elliott and Marsh and Bishop 
Moule and Bishop Ryle, have held very 
firmly and taught continuously the pre- 
millennial coming of Jesus. No wonder 
that I, as one believing in them as leaders 
who could be safely followed, have been 
a believer for many years in the Second 
Advent. 

oe 


Lew Wade Gosnell, D.D. 


Dean Bible Institute of Pennsylvania 


HEN I was converted, at seventeen, 

I lay awake all night, rejoicing in the 
Saviour and wishing he might appear. I 
had received no instruction on the second 
coming of Christ, but, having begun to love 
him, I instinctively loved his appearing. 
When I turned to the New Testament, 
I found that the Early Church took this 
same attitude, and was “watching” and 
“looking” for the Saviour. 

Feeling called to preach, I began to study 
theology. Learned writers informed me 
that Christ could not return until after a 
millennium, and for a long time my hope 
was obscured. It was not revived even 
by the reading of such a book as W. E. 
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Blackstone’s “Jesus Is Coming,” for, while 
the texts quoted seemed to sustain his 
teaching, I wondered if the context would 
bear it out. This naturally led me to de- 
sire a more comprehensive knowledge of 
the Bible, but how to get it did not appear. 
The commentaries in twenty-five or thirty 
large volumes did not seem to be a very 
hopeful way of approach. 

I shall never cease to thank God for 
the day when “Synthetic Bible Studies,” 
by Dr. James M. Gray of the Moody Bible 
Institute, fell into my hands. This covered 
the Bible in a couple of hundred pages, 
but, best of all, it drove me to the Word 
itself. For two years I did little else than 
read the Scriptures with this guide. I 
saw that the Bible is not a circle, with a 
single center, but, as Dr. Arthur T. Pier- 
son has expressed it, is more like an ellipse, 
with two foci, these being the First and 
Second Coming. My studies confirmed me 
in the matters related to both the first 
and second appearings of our Lord. It was 
evident that when Christ returns he will 
not find millennial conditions, and that the 
command to “watch” is nullified if he will 
not return for at least a thousand years. 


4 
Arthur I. ag M.D., C.M., F.R.C.S. 


Bible Teac ecturer, and Author of “’ _ 
on the Hi He ” “what of the Night?" etc 
Y PARENTS believed in the Lord’s 
return, Earliest childhood. recollec- 
tions of conversations in the intimate circle 
of family, relatives, and friends are of -dis- 
cussions on this fascinating theme. 

My father, a much-beloved Christian 
physician, big in body, mind, and heart, 
died when I was seventeen. Almost im- 
mediately I began university life. Away 
in the city I listened to great preachers 
who painted vivid word-pictures of an 
evolving world, exhibiting astonishing in- 
ventions and a steady growth in purity 
and righteousness. It was _ confidently 
claimed that this unique progress in world 
affairs would result, ultimately, in uni- 
versal righteousness with men and women 
everywhere converted to Christianity. So, 
by the efforts of man, would the Millen- 
nium be ushered in. 

Then Christ would return, inaugurating 
a great celebration in which mankind would 
be praised aid rewarded by God for their 
supreme achievement. 

This view, contrary to my early teach- 
ing, appealed to and satisfied my innate 
human pride because it represented man as 
able and willing to overcome all evil in 
the world. Man himself would accomplish 
the glorious victory of righteousness. That 
“God’s in his Heaven and all’s well with 
the world” seemed a true and comforting 
philosophy. 

One day I was handed a pamphlet writ- 
ten by a well-known British astronomer, 
J. B. Dimbleby, in which the author at- 
tempted to prove from complicated astro- 
nomical calculations that the coming of 
the Lord was to take place in the spring 
of the next year. 

My initial skepticism was intensified 
when spring came and went uneventfully. 
Dimbleby’s reasoning was defective, his 
conclusions were false. 

This simple incident, which might’ have 
driven me away from the subject, served, 
however, to send me to my Bible to dis- 
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cover, if possible, what it taught concerning 


the return of Christ. 

The result was a foregone conclusion. 
This wonderful truth became a predominat- 
ing influence in my life. The Bible became 
a new Book, now that this precious key 
unlocked mystery after mystery. 


ye 
William L. Pettingill, D.D. 


Bible Teacher, Lecturer, and Author of ” God's 
Plain People, “Simple Studies 


in Bosit: YAW Studies in Revelation, "* etc. 

BECAME interested in the truth of our 

Lord’s. premillennial second coming 
through what was called The Yoke-Fel- 
lows’ Band in the Young Men’s Christian 
Association of Rochester, N. Y., something 
like fifty years ago. I then came to be- 
lieve, have believed ever since, and believe 
now, that the Second Advent must precede 
the Millennium, and that the catching away 
of the saved to meet the Lord in the air 
(1 Thess. 4: 13-18) may occur at any 
moment of any day or any night. 

About ten years after thus becoming in- 
terested in the Blessed Hope I became Gen- 
eral Secretary of a Y. M. C. A. in north- 
western Pennsylvania, and there I became 
acquainted with Dr. Scofield’s “Rightly 
Dividing the Word of Truth,” the biggest 
little book in the world. It transformed 
my life and revolutionized my ministry and 
caused me to fall in love with the Bible. 


My love for the wonderful Word of God - 


has deepened and strengthened ever since. 
And for these forty years I have labored to 
spread the truth by word of mouth and pen. 

The Blessed Hope has glorified my path- 
way during these two score years, and I 
thank God that he was graciously pleased 
thus to open my eyes to the truth that in 
due time he shall come and shall no longer 
tarry. Keep looking up! 


ye 
Mark A. Matthews, D.D., LL.D. 


Pastor, First Presbyterian Church, Seattle 

oo are many methods pursued by 

students of the Bible. I have followed 
three of the methods: first, reading the 
Bible through each year; second, reading 
the books through frequently; third, read- 
ing the divisions, subjects, verses, and 
topics of the Bible thoroughly. 

I was genuinely regenerated, born again, 
when I was thirteen years of age, and I 
began that evening to read the Bible 
through every year. 

By reading, studying, and analyzing the 
Bible I came to a knowledge of the dis- 
pensational divisions, truths, and exegetical 
divisions of the Bible. In that infallible 
Word the return—the premillennial re- 
turn—of Christ is plainly, unmistakably, 
and infallibly related. The Old Testament 
clearly unfolds the fact, the New Testa- 
ment confirms the prophetic statements. 

Therefore, I can truly say that I ar- 
rived at the facts of the Second Coming 
of Christ by the consistent study and the 
insistent reading of God’s infallible Word. 
In later years my method has been to 
read the: separate books through many 
times and to study the subjects, such as the 
Second Coming, with intense interest and 
insistent application. But the main point 
is, that the truth is revealed in the Bible 
and discovered by any honest student who 
will read and study the Bible wesley 
every day. 
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Is the day of miracles past ? 











The Bandit, the Gun, and the Prayer 


By B. R. Opper 


























[The Rev. B. R. Opper is a mis- 
sionary of the Ceylon and India Gen- 
eral Mission. Last April he had a 
remarkable experience, which he de- 
scribed in a letter to his friend the 
Rev. J. L. Entwisle, of Los Angeles. 
Mr. Entwisle has sent this thrilling 
testimony to THe Sunpay ScHOOoL 
Times, Mr. Opper wrote from Fort 
Worth, Tex., his home being in New- 
ton Falls, Ohio. The Times Family 
will praise God with these friends for 
this notable experience in the name and 
by the power of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is “the same yesterday, and to day, 
and for ever.”] 


| STARTED from Colorado Springs at 
9 A. M, and ‘hoped to get to Amarillo 
in time for a meeting at seven-thirty that 
evening. When just past Pueblo I saw 
a well dressed young man standing by the 
roadside and thumbing a ride. I thought 
he was a college student and I picked him 
up. He asked me if I was in the habit 
of picking up hitch hikers, and I told him 
I was, and that I picked them up for one 
purpose only, in order to give them the 
Gospel. He said it was rather dangerous 
business, and I told him I believed God 
would protect those who did this for His 
glory, and told him of the Los Angeles 
lady who found the gun in the pocket of her 
car after she had received. the letter from 
the hitch hiker to whom she had given a 
ride and had dealt with his soul. 

We had not gone more than ten miles 
when the fellow asked me if I had heard 
of those bandits who had broken out of 
jail a couple of days before at Canyon 
City. I told him I had, and at that he 
poked me in the ribs with something ,hard 
and said, “I am one of them, and I have 
got to have a car to get away with.” I 
thought he was fooling, and told him not 
to press too hard as he might make me 
nervous and I might run off the road. 
Then he uncovered what he had in his 
hand, and I saw it was a real gun. He 
said, “This is no joke. If you do as I tell 
you all will be well with you, but if you 
don’t I will have to shoot you and take 
this car, There is a crossroad down here 
a ways, and when we come to that you turn 
up it and don’t try any tricks or I will 
fill you full of holes.” 

He kept that gun in my ribs, and when- 
ever we met another car he stepped on my 
foot on the accelerator to prevent my stop- 
ping. We got past the first crossroad be- 
fore I saw it, and he accused me of doing it 
purposely, but I told him it wasn’t my 
fault any more than his as he should have 
been looking for it. When we came to 
the next one he stepped hard on the brake 
and killed the engine, and then when I 
backed up to go into that road he saw 
some men down there and changed his 
mind, so we went on to the next. Up this 
we turned and went some distance when 
the car stopped. I don’t know yet why 
it did, but he thought I had done something 
to it. He said, “What are you going to 


do now?” I told him I was going to get 
out and see if.there was some dirt in the 
sediment bulb. He followed me with his 
gun in my back while I took off the bulb 
and cleaned it out, and when I went around 
behind to put a stick in the tank to see if 
there was any gas. There was plenty of 
gas, so we got in and the car started right 
off. 

He asked me how much money I had and 
I told him I would have to look in my 
account book to find out. 

“Have you got $100?” he asked. 

I said, “Boy, I wish I had that much.” 

He said, “Have you got $50?” 

I said, “That is none of your business 
how much I’ve got.” 

He got mad and said, “I see I will have 
to kill you.” 

“No one is compelling you to kill me,” 
I said. 

“Then are you going to tell me how much 
money you have and stop this fooling? 
You are in the tightest place you have 
even been in your life, so be wise and an- 
swer my question.” 

I said, “No matter how much money I 
have it all belongs to the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

“And I belong to the Devil,” said he. 
“Are you going to tell me, or must I plug 
you full of holes? I am a dope fiend and 
my finger is just trembling to pull this 
trigger.” 

I had never looked into the eyes of a 
murderer before, and as I looked at him 
his eyes were as red as fire. Just then 
we came to a fence across the road, and he 
said, “If I let you out you will run away, 
so I will get out and open the fence my- 
self.” 

“You needn’t worry,” I said, “I am not 
going to leave this car.” 

Just after the car had started again at 
the other place I had prayed out loud that 
God would paralyze his arm. He sneered 
at that and said, “That won’t help you any. 
Don’t you know that the day of miracles 
is past?” 

I said, “The day of miracles is not past, 
and you will find it out before you get 
through with this.” 

He took the keys out of the car and got 
out to open the fence, and then changed 
his mind and came back to my side of the 
car menacing me with the gun, and said, 
“We might as well settle this right here. 
You get out of this car.” 

“T will never leave this car,” I said. 

Then he said, “I will have to kill you.” 
He pulled my coat back and said: “There 
is your heart, you will look fine stretched 
out on a cold marble slab in a morgue and 
your wife and children will be mourning 
for you. It will be just too bad, but I’ve 
got to do it. I am going to count ten, and 
if you are not out of that car by the time 
I finish you are a dead man.” 

He began to count, and I began to pray 
out loud. I reminded the Lord of his de- 
liverance of Daniel and of the three He- 
brew children, and told him I knew he 
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could deliver. me out of the hand. of this 
fellow if he had any further work for me 
to do. Then I got a great blessing and 
began to shout and praise God. When I 
opened my. eyes the “fellow had stopped 
counting and had lowered his gun and he 
had the funniest expression on his face I 
have ever seen. I said, “Come on, let’s go.” 

“GO, go where?” he said. 

“Go back to the road,” I said, “so I can 
get on my way to Amarillo.” 

“Yes, and you give me up to the police,” 
he said, 

“No,” said I, “I’m not giving you up to 
the police,” 

At that he came round and sat in the 
seat beside me, trembling like a leaf and 
said: “If you will promise not to give 
me up to the police I will throw this gun 
away and change my way of living from 
this day on.” 

I assured him that I would not give him 
up to the police, and he shook my hand, 
and then got out and threw that gun as 
far as he could, and the rope which he had 
had to tie me with followed, and then he 
held up his hands and said, “I am at your 
mercy now.” 

I said, “You are in safe hands, so you 
don’t need to be afraid.” 

“If you give me up to the police,” he 
said, “I will never believe there is a God.” . 

“You will have to believe there is a God, . 
for I am not going to give you up.” 

Then he got in the seat and fell on my 
shoulder and cried and said, “I couldn’t 
shoot you. My finger just wouldn’t work. 
God did hear and answer your prayer.” 

I brought him on several miles to Wal- . 
senberg, Colo., and let him out. Before 
he left he took my address and said he 
was going back to the home of his sister 
in Kentucky and was going to write to 
me. “You will see that I have changed 
my way of living and wili go straight 
from now on,” he said. I told him he 
could not do it without the power of Christ 
in his life. 

It was a nerve-racking experience to go 
through, but now that it is over I am prais- 
ing God for the manifestation of his power 
to deliver and to turn a deadly enemy into 
a docile, cringing fellow who had to beg 
for mercy. I know that somewhere some- 
body was praying for me that my faith 
might not waver, and God heard and an- 
swered, 





Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 





Questions for answer, and other commuai- 
cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 
The Suuday School Times, 323-327 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in 
these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 
to reply individually if possible, if return 
postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I am much younger 
than most of your writers, but I am praying 
that you will be able to answer my letter 
also. I have been saved for two years, and 
God has been speaking to me about being 
filled with the Holy Spirit. I spoke to one 
Christian about it, and she said that I was: 
too. young, and that I would receive it when 
older. -Now, Mother Ruth, I firmly believe that 
God has something more for me than salva- 
tion. I think I should be able to witness for 
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my Saviour better if I took this step, but I 
do not want to ask for something which is 
not for me. Is the gift for me? Another thing, 
which is a great worry to me, is this: God has 
called me to be a missionary to South America, 
Now this is not a passing fancy, as it is with 
some young Christians. I am now fifteen, but 
I am much older in actions and looks. My 
mother is set on my being a schoolteacher. I 
love my mother very dearly, but God has said 
“Go”! I have prayed much about it and tried 
to bargain and do differently, but when I really 
wait on the Lord and quit my grumbling the 
Lord says “Go.” Oh, I cannot put on paper 
my troubled feelings. I know my life wll be 
a miserable failure if I am not in the center 
of God’s will. 

I am now doing some public singing, and 
one dear old saint said, “You will be throw'ng 
the talent which God has given you to people 
who know no better.” I do not think this is 
true, and when I stop listening to people and 
listen to God, it is still the distinct call or 
rather command, “Go, go.” I feel God has 
spoken and if I obey God, I disobey my mother. 
I must decide as to what college to attend. 
Would I be sinning if I went against my mother 
to obey God? 


Y DEAR GIRL: I am so sorry that 

anyone would discourage you about 
the infilling of the Holy Spirit. 
accepted Christ as Saviour, the Spirit came 
in to abide (Rom. 8:9). And the Holy 
Spirit waits only until a Christian heart 
is fully yielded to him to take possession 
of that heart. It is not necessary to wait 
for a long time for the fullness of the 
Spirit, for as soon as we yield ourselves 
to him he does fill us. 

It is a blessing to realize these truths, 
as you do, when you are young, for then 
you can give your whole life to the Lord, 
and choose his path and serve him to the 
end of your life. Do not hesitate to take 
this step, remembering that you take no 
risk when you yield all to your heavenly 
Father. He loves to do the best for you, 
and that he has called you to follow all 
the way should cause you to fall at his 
feet and adore him. He says in 1 Timothy 
4:12, “Let no man despise thy youth.” 
Finish reading that chapter, and “neglect 
not the gift that is in thee,” as Paul said 
to Timothy. 

Now as to your call to the mission field. 
Remember that God is worthy of your 
best. Do not ask God to take anything 
less than the best preparation you can have. 
At present you are not old enough to be 
accepted’ by any mission board, and you 
must’ prepare to teach others and serve 
God in the most acceptable way. The field 
is open for the finest kind of leadership 
under those who are filled with the Holy 
Spirit,.and who will thus be a power for 
him in bringing many others to him. At 
present it is your duty to be loving and 
devoted to the mother God has given you, 
and learn the lessons he has for you right 
in the home, and give him honor in the 
life you are leading in preparation for the 
work of the future. Do not live too much 
in the future, but do today “the duty which 
lies next thee,” and accept this as his guid- 
ance. Wher you are true to the present 
opportunity, he will know he can depend on 
you for the next step. Do not refuse a 
college preparation. 

As God’s child, looking forward to his 
work in the world, you cannot afford to 
spend any time in “grumbling” or entering 
into any arguments about your preparation, 
but cheerfully make yourself ready so that 
when the time comes you will be able to 
go forth as a good soldier. The present 
step is the one for you ‘to. take in. willing- 
ness and thankfulness, showing your appre- 
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ciation for the way God is leading you, 
and realizing he is giving you of the abun- 
dance of his gifts, because he knows the 
future and just where he will place you. 
Do now that which will show your ability 
to follow him in years to come. He gave 
you your mother that you might learn to 
follow her instructions, and so fit yourself 
for the time when you will not have her 
to lean upon and you will lean utterly upon 
him alone. 

May you see his will daily now, and thus 
be prepared in every step of your life for 


- the coining days! 








Notes From a 
Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 




















For as in the days that were before 
the flood they were ... marrying and 
giving in marriage (Matt. 24: 38). 


HE words for marrying and giving in 

marriage are bamountes and_ ek- 
gamountes, There is no lexical authority 
for translating this last word literally, but 
it seems to be actually “getting out of 
marriage.” Certainly marrying and divorc- 
ing are a marked trait of these the last 
times. 


Wherefore comfort one another with 
these words (1 Thess. 4:18). 


O THIS corresponds 5: 11, “Wherefore 

comfort yourselves together.” The first 
is the comfort in the face of death; the 
second the comforting in the face of life’s 
trials and difficulties. 


In the first case our hope and comfort | 


is that of ever being with the Lord in 
the life of the resurrection (4:17); the 
second, in our living with him in the sleep- 
ing and waking hours of our lifetime (5: 
10). 


I thank thee, O Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, that thou hast hid 
these things from the wise and prudent, 
and hast revealed them unto babes 
(Luke 10: 21); 


“"INEICU hast hid . . . hast revealed,” 

aperrupsas and apekalupsas, which 
words are the verbal forms of apocrypha 
and apocalypse. The old dispensation closed 
with an Apocrypha from which Christ 
mever quoted. The development of the 
Messianic idea is clearly traceable in the 
Old Testament pari passu, with the prog- 
ress of Israel’s history,.for the Old Testa- 
meni was an apocalypse, an unveiling of 
the future. The Apocrypha, on the other 
hand, is without this progression. In it the 
central figure is not the Messiah but the 
Jewish nation. It was the Messianic times 
that engaged the expectancy of the people. 
It was literally an apocrypha, a conceal- 
ment of the truth of the Messiah’s first 
coming and a substitution therefor of hu- 
man giory. So the New Testament closes 
with an Apocalypse which reveals the 
Second Coming, an Apocalypse ’ which 
promises an especial blessing on those who 
read. it. 


But the “wise and prudent” of today are 


spiritually sightless from reading critical 
and philosophical apocryphas, which prom- 
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ise human utopias instead of a coming 
King. Their eyes are blinded by their 
supposititious wisdom, as Pharaoh’s heart 
was hardened by seif-will. 


Watch ye therefore: for ye know 
not when the master of the house 
cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at 
the cockcrowing, or in the morning 
(Mark 13:35). 


N THE morning is proi, which means 

before daybreak. It is significant that 
no daytime watches are mentioned by the 
Lord. The time between the first and sec- 
ond coming is a long night watch, full of 
darkness and terror and evil. 


O ye of little faith (Matt. 6:30). 


HIS is the only reproach that the Lord 

Jesus ever used to his disciples. “Shall 
he not much more clothe you, O ye of 
little faith?” (Matt. 6:30.) The expres- 
sion is oligoipistoi. “O ye of little faith, 
why reason ye among yourselves, because 
ye have brought no bread” (Matt. 16:8). 
“O ye of little faith . /'. he arose, and re- 
buked the winds and the sea” (Matt. 8: 
26). They teared for clothing, for food, 
and for security, and these fears called 
forth his reproving epithet, oligopistoi, “ye 
of little faith.” 

we 


God's Portrayal of a Lost World 


(An editorial, continued from the 
second page) 


that all? No! “But now the righteous- 
ness of God is manifested, . . . even the 
righteousness of God which is by faith of 
Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them 
that believe.” : 

God in his inscrutable wisdom reveals 
the true condition of the world and his own 
willingness to remedy that condition. “The 
Lord is not slack concerning his promise, 
as some men count slackness; but is long- 
suffering to us-ward, not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance” (2 Pet. 3:9). The remedy re- 
fused, he reveals his purpose to raise up 
within. the vile world a new race—“A 
people for his name” — “a chosen genera- 
tion, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a 
peculiar people.” Pitifully few in compari- 
son with the multitude of unbelievers, they 
are yet “the salt of the earth” and “the 
light of the world.” “Unknown, yet well 
known” to God; “poor, yet making many 
rich,” they are a “spectacle unto the world, 
and to angels, and to men.” For their sake 
judgments are withheld. For their sake 
wars and pestilences are averted. They are 
the true aristocracy of earth because of 
their faithful confession of the deity of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. “Upon this rock 
I will build my church; and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it.” 

An all-wise Creator allows the dreadful 
farce that we call civilization to play in- 
definitely on the brink of the volcano of 
judgment in order “to make all men see 
what is the fellowship of the mystery, which 
from the beginning of the world hath been 
hid in God, who created all things by Jesus 
Christ: to the intent that now unto the 
principalities and powers in heavenly places 
might be known by the church the manifold 
wisdom of God, according to the eternal 
purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus 
our Lord” (Eph. 3: 9-11). 

















Lesson for January 20 


THE SUNDAY: SCHOOL TIMES 








A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 
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WAKENING Interest among Jews.— 
A Seven hundred thousand Jews throng 

the beach at Far Rockaway, N. Y.! 
“Here a man and wife know all about the 
Modernist-Fundamentalist controversy, and 
are great admirers of Dr. Haldeman, whom 
they used often to hear and whose death 
they mourned,” writes Miss Strain, who 
is doing Gospel work among them. They 
love their “brother Jesus,” as they call 
him, but are not ready to accept him as 
Saviour. “We are Jews,” they say. An- 
other charming young Jewess in a beautiful 
Far Rockaway home gladly talks with Miss 
Strain and accepts literature. “You have 
given me new thoughts.” 

Here is a fine German woman who had 
identified herself with the Jews. She was 
led thereto by Hitler’s actions seventeen 
years ago, when, at Ratisbon, she was a 
Girl Scout in a troop of which Hitler was 
leader. His-orders were, “Help every one 
but the Jews, and take as much from the 
Jews as you can.” There was much suffer- 
ing among the Jewish children deprived 
of milk and wread. She studied Yiddish, 
and when she came to America found a 
‘ position in the public school in a Jewish 
quarter. Clearly of the class of the cen- 
turion who “loveth our nation, and he ‘hath 
built us a synagogue’! Miss Strain 
preached Christ to her, and left her one 
of Dr. Cooper’s books, “God Revealing 
Himself to Suffering Israel.” 

“We climb steps and walk in the hot sun. 
The report is usually uneventful, but the 
Lord Jesus is the Master-of the Harvest 
and knows where the seed will take root.” 
Miss Strain thanks Sunpay ScHoo, TIMEs 
readers who have helped to supply litera- 
ture for distribution. : 

Ancient Babylon in its luxury and ex- 
travagance is reflected in The Rockefeller 
Center on Fifth Avenue and Fiftieth Street, 
New York City. The press has written 
of its Rainbow Room, the night club on 
the sixty-fifth floor with fits riot of color 
and music, its revolving dining room, its 
Parisian singer at $3,500 a week salary, 
its cocktails at $2, its rare pink cham- 
pagnes. On the corner of Forty-ninth and 
Sixth Avenue is its saloon for humbler 
folk, with bar and brass rail and whisky 
sours. And this is the Mr. Rockefeller 
who did so much to break down that great 
bulwark against alcoholism, the Eighteenth 
Amendment. In his letter blackening Pro- 
hibition he referred to his Christian mother 
_and grandmother who, in Crusade days, 
knelt in prayer on saloon floors, and de- 
clared that his life would be dedicated to 
the furtherance of temperance. He was 
undoubtedly back of the Laymen’s Ap- 
praisal Report, and in general is apparently 
ready to promote and finance theological 
and ecclesiastical schemes which bode lit- 
tle good to the Christian church. He has 
given millions to three divinity schools 
that are foremost in support of an anti- 
christian Modernism,— Union, Chicago, 


and Rochester. The sooner the churches 
part company from him and his contribu- 
tions the better for their spiritual health 
and prosperity. Rockefeller money no 
doubt is serviceable to various enterprises 
for public health and the like, but it is 
not serviceable for Christian work. To 
these it is, as the Germans say, Fluchgeld, 
— “money with a curse.” 


A New Scheme from an Old Source.— 
One of Mr. Rockefeller’s enthusiasms is 
“union,” and it is not surprising to’ find 
his pastor’s daughter, Miss Dorothy Fos- 
dick, chairman of a “movement,” The Stu- 
dent Christian Movement, the purpose of 
which is to assemble in one organization 
all the student religious associations in 
New England. “We are divided into many 
groups, — Student Volunteer, Christian As- 
sociations for Young Men and Young 
Women. We ought seriously to undertake 
the consideration of how we may get to- 
gether more closely.” To the conference 
in Northfield, “every student group which 
considers itself Christian, under whatever 
name, is invited to send undergraduate rep- 
resentatives.” It is planned that the new 
movement shall receive the moneys now 
distributed to the older student Y. M. 
C. A., Student Volunteer Association, and 
the like. 

The call for this conference is couched 
in the familiar jargon: “We recognize 
the responsibility of each individual to de- 
velop the highest capacities: of his person- 
ality. We follow Jesus primarily 
because we feel an inescapable moral chal- 
lenge to give ourselves to his way of life.” 
The Riverside Church is emancipated from 
creedal obligations of every sort. This is 
apparently the ideal of Miss Fosdick, for 
she asks, and the question is supposed to 
answer itself, 

“Do you feel that there is any position 
which is so essential to religion that you 
would insist on every member subscribing 
to it, or are you willing to think and let 
think, to let every member express re- 
ligion in the terms which are most mean- 
ingful to him?” 

“We have no recognized principle by 
which any man who chooses to be a Chris- 
tian disciple, and desires to be numbered 
with whatever he believes or denies, can 
be excluded,” said the Rev. George Putnam, 
a century ago, when he installed a Mr. 
Fosdick over the Hollis Street “Unitarian 
Church, Baston. The twentieth century 
Fosdicks are catching up to old Boston. 

It is proposed that the new movement 
encourage studies in the life of Jesus, the 
philosophy of religion, economic recon- 
struction, peace, and “alcohol control,” this 
last being the specialty of Raymond Fos- 
dick. 


A Live Church in Peiping.—Mr. Leynse 
of the American Presbyterian Mission in 
Peiping tells in World Dominion of the 
warm and palpitating life in his Chinese 
church. One of his converts, when her 





interest was first awakened, buried her 
idols. When she was actually converted 
she dug them up and burned them. Then 
she had the story of her conversion printed 
and sent to all relatives and friends, signed 
“Formerly Hu Li; now Mrs. Born Again.” 

“Our three city churches are self-sup- 
porting and self-propagating. A number 
of volunteer bands go out to courtyards; 
homes, factories, and shops. Mr. Sun of 
our church bought this year a small print- 
ing press and prints all the tracts used by 
these bands at cost price. A church mem- 
ber buys tracts and literature worth two 
months’ salary; a nurse in our hospital 
gives ten per cent of her income to the 
tract fund.” 

One convert, Mr. Sung, preached in the 
streets of his home town, but zeal got the 
better of discretion when he raided a tem- 
ple, drove out the, priests, and carried off 
the Buddha with the thousand arms and 
eyes. The police caught him, beat him into 
unconsciousness, and thrust him into prison. 
Three others memorized whole parts of the 
Bible and went out preaching all over 
North China, without purse or ‘scrip and 
refusing all support. They had many con- 
versions, but their own business naturally 
suffered for the time being. 

The opium den of Mr. and Mrs. Chao 
was, on their conversion, turned into a 
Gospel Hall, where they now preach and 
live the Word. With them is associated a 
woman who once bore the name of “the 
woman with the black soul.” Her trade 
for years was to sell opium to coolies and 
to inject ’ricksha boys with morphia. She 
was converted during a meeting in prison, 
and is now an ardent and capable personal 
worker, 


Brief Notes.—Surveys have been com- 
pleted for the Hebrew Christian Colony 
near Gaza in Palestine and the title deeds are 
ready. Half of the cost of the establish- 
ment of the colony has come from the 
sale of a property already owned in Jeru- 
salem and £2,000 has been provided for 
a church. The management says: “We 
intend to take great care that only Hebrew 
Christians of outstanding Christian char- 
acter and imbued with zeal to be witnesses 
for Christ will be chosen.” So here we 
have the promise of a powerful missionary 
center in Palestine. . ..-In ny the 
possession of one quarter Jewish blood is 
occasion for penalization, This means that 
the assimiliation program, which has been 
preached since Moses Mendelssohn, is bank- 
rupt. Israel will never be absorbed. Re- 
form Judaism, and conformity to Gentile 
citizenship and rationalist beliefs, have re- 
ceived their death sentence. This is not 
God’s plan for Israel. Humanly speaking, 
it means a loss to the Gentiles. George 
Du Maurier used to speak of “the price- 
less drop of Jewish blood” which some 
people had in their veins, making them 
musicians, linguists, mathematicians, 
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LESSON 3. JANUARY 20. PETER’S LESSON IN HUMBLE SERVICE 


International Uniform Lesson.—John 13:1-17; 1 Peter 5:5 
Golden Text.—Alll of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility.—1 Pet. 5:5 











Kinc JAMES VERSION 

John 13:1 Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus 
knew that his hour was come that he should depart out of this 
world unto the Father, having loved his own which were in the 
world, he loved them unto the end. 

2 And supper being ended, the devil having now put into the 
heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him; 

3 Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into his 
hands, and that he was come from God, and went to God; 

4 He riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; and took 
a towel, and girded himself. 

5 After that he poureth water into a bason, and began to wash 
the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he 
was girded. 

6 Then cometh he to Simon Peter: and Peter saith unto him, 
Lord, dost thou wash my feet? 

7 Jesus answered and said unto him, What I do thou knowest 
not now; but thou shalt know hereafter. 

8 Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus 
answered him, If I. wash thee not, thou hast no part with me. 

9 Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also 
my hands and my head. 

10 Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save to 
‘wash his feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not all. 

11 For he 
are not all clean. r 

12 So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his gar- 
ments, and was set down again, he said unto them, Know ye what 
I have done to you? 


knew who should betray him; therefore said he, Ye ' 





AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


John 13:1 Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus knowing 
that his hour was come that he should depart out of this world unto 
the Father, having loved his own that were in the world, he loved 
them * unto the end. 2 And during supper, the devil having already 
put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to *betray him. 
3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, 
and that he came forth from God, and goeth unto God, 4 riseth 
from supper, and layeth aside his garments; and he took a towel, 
and girded himself. 5 Then he poureth water into the basin, and 
began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel 
wherewith he was girded. 6 So he cometh to Simon Peter. He 
saith unto him, Lord, dost thou wash my feet? 7 Jesus answered 
and said unto him, What I do thou knowest not now; but thou 
shalt understand hereafter. 8 Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt 
never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not, thou 
hast no part with me. go Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not 
my .feet only, but also my hands and my head. to Jesus saith to 
him, He that is bathed needeth not * save to wash his feet, but is 
clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not all. 4311 For he knew 
him that should * betray him; therefore said he, Ye are not all clean. 

12 So when he had washed their feet, and taken his garments, 
and * sat down again, he said unto them, Know ye what I have done 
to you? 13 Ye call me, Teacher, and, Lord: and ye say well; for 
so lam. 14 If I then, the Lord and the Teacher, have washed your 
feet, ye also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I have given 
you an example, that ye also should do as I-have done to you. 
16 Verily, verily, I say unto you, A ®servant is not greater than 
his lord; neither *one that is sent greater than he that sent him. 


+ 


— 


— 





13 Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am. 
14 If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye 


also ought to wash one another’s feet. 
15 For 
have done to you. 


16 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater than 
his lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him. 

17 If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them. 

1 Pet. 5:5 Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the 
subject one to another, and be clothed 
for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to 


elder. Yea, all of you 
with humility: 
the humble. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


ROM Peter’s great confession to the 
F last Passover supper several months 

later,, Jesus was steadfastly looking 
forward to the cross, while Peter and the 
other disciples were impatiently looking 
forward to a crown. Just after the great 
confession and the Transfiguration, they 
began disputing as to which of them was 
greatest (Luke 9: 44-48). The Lord prom- 
ised that they should sit on twelve thrones 
(Matt. 19728) ; they expected this to come 
very soon (Luke 19:11), and were jealous 
as to who should have the highest places 
(Matt. 20: 17-28); up to the Last Supper 
they were occupied with strife about their 
greatness (Luke 22:24). Each time our 
Lord gave them a lesson in humility, using 
a little child, contrasting his way with the 
way of the Gentiles, setting forth his own 
life of ministering and giving himself a 
ransom. Then came this supreme lesson 
in humble service when their pride led them 
to sit at the table with uncleansed feet. 
He taught them to pray by praying; he 
taught them to be humble by doing the 
lowliest service. Peter finally learned it, 
by his grace. Have we learned it? 


have given you an example, that ye should do as 1 


17 If ye know these things, blessed are ye if ye do them. 


1 Pet. 5:5 7 Likewise, ye younger, be subject unto the elder. 


Yea, all of you gird yourselves with humility, to serve one another: 


for God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to the humble. 


bondservant. 
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The Historical Setting 

The supper of John 13 is the same as 
the Last Supper described in the other Gos- 
pels (cf. John 13:21 and 38 with Matt. 
26:21 and 34), and occurred Thursday 
night, probably April 6, A. D. 30. Peter 
wrote his first letter about thirty-five years 
later. 


Verse by Verse 


John 13:1.—Jesus knew that his hour 
was come, That dread hour toward which 
the whole Gospel was ever pointing, yet 
it was an hour of glorification (2:4; 7: 
6, 30; 8:20; 17:1). Depart out of this 
world unto the Father. ‘What a descrip- 
tion of death is this! And this is what 
death means to the believer, because He 
departed by way of the cross. Loved them 
unto the end. To the end of his earthly 
ministry, concerned with them, though his 
Own agony is near, and also “to the utter- 
most.” : 

Verse 2.—Supper being ended. Rather 
“being served,” or “during supper.” 

Verse 4—Took a towel. Knowing all 
this, he took the place of a servant. This 
act is typical of what he did when he left 
his throne of glory, laid aside his majesty, 
took the form of a servant (Phil. 2: 5-8). 

Verse 6.—Cometh . . . to Simon Peter. 
Some think he first washed the feet of 
Judas. Lord, dost thou wash my feet? 
The utter astonishment of the question is 


1Or, to the uttermost. 
authorities omit save, 
°Gr., an apostle. 
all of you one to another. Gird yourselves with humility. 


? Or, deliver him_up. _* Some ancient 
and his feet. ‘*Gr., reclined. ®°Gr., 
7Or, Likewise ... elder; yea, 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council 


of Religious Education. 


brought out in the order of words in the 
original: “Lord, thow of me dost thou 
wash the feet?” 


Verse 7—What I do thou knowest not 
now. Recognizing that Peter’s protest was 
a natural one; it was an action they could 
not understand. Thou shalt know here- 
after. That is, presently. But there is 
the deeper meaning that after the cross, 
and after the coming of the. Spirit, they 
would understand in a new way, as Peter 
did (1 Pet. 5:5). 


Verse 8.—Thou shalt never wash my feet. 
How like Peter!—impetuously command- 
ing his Lord. If I wash thee not, thou hast 
no part with me. How gentle and con- 
clusive and overwhelming is this answer! 
In two ways this washing is associated with 
the cleansing of heart necessary if we are 
to be “his own.” First, the lowly minis- 
tering to the physical need. of cleansing was 
part of that humiliation which was-soon to 
climax in the cross (cf. Matt. 20: 28). If 
it was not fitting for Peter to accept 
Christ’s lowly service, much less could he 
or we accept the atonement, necessary for 
our salvation. Second, the washing with 
water was used as a symbol of the: spir- 
itual cleansing. 

Verse 9.—Lord, not my feet only. “Tf 
not to be washed means severing from thee, 
Lord, then”—and impulsive Peter with 
overflowing affection instantly repents and 
seeks to go to the opposite extreme. 


—s—— + 


= 


‘ 


Lesson for January 20 


Verse 10.—He that is washed. The word 
is “bathed.” Needeth not save to wash his 
feet. As the body when bathed is clean 
every whit, or as a whole, but the feet 
need cleansing from the dust of the road, 
so he that is regenerated is clean but 
needs cleansing from the daily defilement 
of pride and other sins. Ye are clean, but 
not all. Drawing a distinction btween true 
believers and unregenerate Judas. 


Verse 14—Ye also ought to wash one 
another’s feet. The thing they had not been 
willing to do, because they did not yet love 
one another as he loved them (vs. 34, 35). 
This is the direct lesson to them, a lesson 
in lowly, loving service. There is the fur- 
ther, deeper message of the cleansing which 
he wrought for them. But we are not to 
wash one another’s feet in the sense of 
cleansing from sin as he did. 


Verse 15.—An example, that ye should 
do as I have done to you.. Some earnest 
Christians understand this as commanding 
a symbolical act of foot-washing. But our 
Lord’s 
portant than this particular service of 
washing the feet, which was peculiar to 
that day; his act was a real and necessary 
service; the feet were soiled, not spotlessly 
clean as in the present ceremony of foot- 
washing. As that lowly service, usually 
done by slaves, required love and humility, 
so his example refers to all lowly service. 


1 Peter 5::5.—Ye younger, submit your- 
selves. How needed is the exhortation to- 
day! Compare Paul’s teaching in Ephe- 
sians 5:21 to 6:9. Be clothed with humil- 
ity. “Be girded,” the same word as used 
for the apron worn by slaves, recalling 
our Lord’s girding himself with the towel. 
How striking is this linking of humility 
with service, as in Christ’s lesson. Giveth 
grace to the humble. So that all he com- 
mands may be done by his power.- 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Humility — expressed in selfless service 
of love and lowliness for “his own,” is 
the outstanding quality of the heart of our 
Saviour. Pride, expressed in selfsh seek- 
ing for our own advantage, is the outstand- 
ing quality of the heart of man. In this 
lesson we see God washing the feet of his 
creatures (John 5:19). Think of it! And 
a little later, men were spitting in his face, 
after he was betrayed by one of those 
whose feet he washed. We see his exam- 
ple, and we listen to the lesson; he tells 
us that we shall be blessed if we do those 
things that he does. It is a command: to 
love as he loved, to have a heart like his. 
But does not the example and the teaching 
lead us to despair? It would, were it not 
that he who washes his disciples’ feet 
washes their hearts with a miracle, trans- 
forming power. We need the example and 
the teaching to convict us of what we are 
not, to instruct us in what love is and 
does, and then by his grace we do the hum- 
ble service in lowliness and love. Peter 
became a great example of lowly service, 
with a heart like his Lord’s, Today Peter 
joins his Lord in teaching us humility. 


Lesson Outlines 


Perter’s Procress In Hummity 


1. Peter (and the rest) contending for 
first place (Luke 9: 44-48; Matt. 20: 17- 
28; Luke 22: 24). 


“example” was infinitely more im- - 


¥ 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform ;/ 
Lessons for the year may be had from The” 
Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. | 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
3. January 20.—Peter’s Lesson in Humble 
Service .....00: John 13:1-17; 1 Peter 5:5 
4. January 27.—Peter’s Denial ..Mark 14 : 12-72 
5. February 3.—Peter’s Restoration. 
Mark 16:7; John 20: 1-10; 21 : 1-23 
6. February 10.—Peter Preaches at Pente- 
CORE cc ccvicccocdencegcegs ccedensanvenbesen Acts 2 
7. February 17.—Peter Teaches Good Citi- 
zenship (Temperance Lesson). 


1 Peter 2: 11-173; 4: 1-5 

8. February 24.—Peter Heals . Lame Man. 
Acts aa te. © 3gt 

9. March 3.—Peter Unmasks Falsehood and 
Hypocrisy .........00e0/ Acts 5: 1-42; 8: 4-25 

10. March 10.—Peter Preaches to Gentiles. 
Acts 10:1 to 11: 18; 15 : 6-11 

11. March 17.—Peter Delivered from Prison. 
Acts 12: 1-19 








2. The Lord the example of love and 
humility (Matt. 20:28; John 13: 1-11; 
Phil. 2: 1-11). 

*3. The Lord teaching love and humil- 
ity (John 13: 12-17, 34, 35). 

4. The Lord transforms Peter (and the 
rest — except Judas). 

5. Peter teaching us humility (1 Pet. 
5:5). 

THREE CLEANSINGS 


1. The washing of regeneration (Titus 
3:5). 

2. Daily cleansing, and daily victory, 
in Christ. 

3. Washing one another’s feet through 
lowly, loving service, and bringing others 
to Christ for cleansing. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Peter's Character. Study to see how 
vividly the various characteristics of Peter 
are illustrated in this lesson; before the 
cross: impulsive, impetuous, assertive, 
proud, self-confident, warm affection for 
Christ, faith, adoration for his Lord, com- 
plete reversal of his positive stand. After 
the cross: humble, faithful, patient under 
suffering, loving, watchful, conscious of 
his weakness, serving, a true shepherd of 
the sheep (1 Pet. 5: 5-11). 

Humility in the Word. Study other 
great passages on humility and love (Isa. 
52:13 to 53:6; Phil. 2: 1-11; contrast 
with Isa, 14: 12-15; 1 Cor. 13; passages 
in Psalms, Proverbs, the Gospels, Epis- 
tles). Study humility and lowly service 
in the lives of Old and New Testament 
characters. Study humility in the life of 
our Lord. Read Andrew Murray’s book- 
let on Humility, one of the richest he 
wrote. (May be ordered from the Times 
Book Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, 
Philadelphia, 80 cents, postpaid.) 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Are we “his own’? Let us make sure 
we have been “bathed,” and have a part 
with Christ, as Peter had. 

Let us confess our sins, and be cleansed. 
A mark of abiding in Christ is sensitive- 
ness to sin, to anything contrary to Christ- 
likeness: Let us go to him for cleansing, 
and for power to walk in victory. 

Let us love one another and prove it by 
service. His command was to love as -he 
loved. 


Young Christian-workers, be good sol- 


» 
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diers! Choose the places of lowly service. 
Thousands.of them are, waiting for Chris- 
tian ‘workers who cate. nothing for money 


or far) comfort, but care only to be in the 


will of the Lord, and get fruit for him. 


Let us, like Peter, be ready to change 
our wrong views when our Lord speaks. 

When we do not understand, let us trust 
—and wait. Over and over has the Lord 
spoken these loving words to his sorrowing 
children: “What I do thou knowest not 
now; but thou shalt know hereafter.” 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Christ not only gave a new command- 
ment to love one another as he loved us: 
he gave a new heart, to make such love 
possible, 


It was believing and then protesting 
Peter at Cesarea, and it was believing and 
protesting Peter at the supper; let us be- 
lieve, and not protest the word of the Lord. 


If there is no purging from sin there is 
no portion in Christ. 


Because we are “his own,” everything 
that comes to our lives is “what he does.” 

Three things stand out in the lesson con- 
cerning our. Lord: his amazing love, his 
amazing glory, his amazing lowliness, 


Three things stand out concerning us: 
our need of being “bathed,” of being 
cleansed, and of being Christlike, 


The Lord called Peter to be a fisher of 
men; a fisher of men must do lowly serv- 
ice; so he made Peter humble. 


Cotumpsta,. S. C. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions «is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff,— Mr, McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Low, and Mr. Smith. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to different 
members of your class, letting them see 
whether they can discover the answers as 
given on a later page of this issue? 


W Bhi. incidents shortly previous to the 
washing of the disciples’ feet showed 

their especial need of the lesson here 
taught ? 

2. By what parables did the Lord Jesus 
teach the virtue of humility? 

3. Why did Christ say to Peter, wif I wash 
thee not, thou hast no part with me” 

4: What is Peter’s relation to fet of the 
two Scripture passages in this lesson? What 
is striking about the bringing together of 
these two passages for a lesson on humble 
service ? 

5. What two different but related lessons 
did the Lord draw from the washing of the 
disciples’ feet? 

6. What was there in the washing of the 
feet that can be imitated by us, and. what- was 
there that cannot be imitated? Does our 
washing one another’s feet mean correcting 
the faults of one another? 


7. What did Peter say when the Lord 
washed his feet which was similar to what 
he said after the great confession? Why 
were these things alike? 

8. What are some of the things that show 
that humility was one of the rs 
characteristics of Peter after the coming o 
is Holy Spirit? 

. What amazing but necessary contrasts 
ase “illustrated in this lesson, which also run 
through all the Gospels? 

10. What characteristics of Peter’s are illus- 


trated in this lesson, which were also evident 
in the last lesson? 


Ausnen \0 the Chestiins r4 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 13. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet_ explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Iilustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one 


When We Don’t Understand.—What I 
do thou knowest not now (John 13:7). 
The story is told of a young theological 
student who one day came to Mr. Spur- 
geon telling him that the Bible contained 
some verses which he could not understand, 
and about which he was very much wor- 
ried.: To this the great man of God re- 
plied; “Young man, allow :me to give you 
this word of advice. -You must expect to 
let God.know some things which you do 
not understand.” The student took the 
words of wisdom to heart—From The 
Christian Herald. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


Without Knowing.—Thou shalt know 
hereafter (v. 7). 
Some time, I know not when or how, 
All things will be revealed ; 
And until then content am I 
To sail with orders sealed. 
—Sent by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


Is It the Right Road?—Thou shalt know 
hereafter (v. 7). 
Is this the right road home, O Lord? 

The clouds are dark and still, 
The stony path is hard to tread, 

Each step brings some fresh ill. 
I thought the way would brighter grow, 
And that the sun with warmth would glow, 
And joyous songs from free hearts flow. 

Is this the Right Road Home? 


Yes, child, this very path I trod, 
The clouds were dark for me, 
The stony path was sharp and hard. 
‘Not sight, but faith, could see 
That at the end the sun shines bright, 
Forever where there is no night, 
And glad hearts rest from earth’s fierce fight. 
It IS the Right Road Home! 
—From Rosalind Goforth, in The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Emily McFarland, 
Newark, Ohio. 


Moody’s Grammar.—/f ye know these 
things, happy are ye if ye do them (v. 17). 
At the close of a meeting a cynic ap- 
proached Mr. Moody and said, “Mr. 
Moody, during your address this evening 
I counted eighteen mistakes in your Eng- 
lish.” Looking kindly at his critic, Mr. 
Moody said, “Young man, I am using for 
the glory of God all the grammar I know. 
Are you doing the same?”—From “Heart 
and Life.’ Sent by Ruth B. McDowell, 
Mooers, N. Y. 


Instruments in His Hands.—Submit 
yourselves (1 Pet. 5:5). A surgeon’s 
wife, who was very much interested in her 
husband’s surgical work, was sitting in his 
office looking at his delicate surgical in- 
struments, when the thought of what it 
means to be a humble instrument in the 
hands of God came to her. If one of those 
glittering, delicately-fashioned instruments 
should move, by its 2wn volition and de- 
sire, a hair’s breadth from the place where 
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the surgeon wished to guide it as he was 
operating, he would put it aside and never 
use it again, because it would not be an 
utterly humble instrument in his hands. It 
is only when we lie utterly humble in the 
hands of God that he can use us as he 
will to accomplish his highest purposes.— 
From Cyclopedia of Religious Anecdotes 
by Lawson. Sent by Hazel Thomson, Kan- 
sas City, Mo. Prize illustration. 


The Unsought Place.—All of you be 
subject one to another, and be clothed with 
humility (Golden Text). A young ‘minis- 
ter was preaching a sermon on Christ wash- 
ing the disciples’ feet, and in the midst 
of it he said: “Do you know, friends, we 
are all fighting for the top in the church, 
but there are so few fighting for the towel.” 
This was a crude way of saying that there 
are very few willing to be the last, the 
lowest, and the least in the body of Christ. 
—From The Gospel Herald. Sent by Mrs, 
M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, we 
thank thee that in thy Word we are given 
examples of humility by our Lord Jesus and 
by those who were his followers. We thank 
thee that humility has not passed out from 
among us, for we love to think of those who 
ere true. followers of the Lord Jesus Christ, in 
their absence of pride and self-seeking. We 


Many of Dr. Pace’s choicest 
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pray that we may not think of ourselves more 
highly than we ought to think, and indeed, 
Lord, may we be so given over to thy service 
and thy blessed will that we shall not be think- 
ing of ourselves, but of what thou art, and 
what thou hast done for us, and may we be 
busy in thy service wherever thou dost lead 
us. We ack this in the name of him who hum- 
bled himself that he might work the works of 
the Father who sent him. . Amen. 


After the Lesson.—A good many of our 
problems would be settled in advance if 
we realized that the servant of the Lord 
Jesus Christ is not greater than his Lord. 
The Lord Jesus was plainly trying to teach 





Homere SERVICE 
MINE? 











his disciples a lesson which they much 
needed. Do any of us need the same les- 
son? Are there some forms of service for 
him that we think rather beneath us? I 
wonder how far pride hinders us from do- 
ing his will? What shall we say of the 


* young highly trained college man who 


served in the most humble ways in the 
plague campaigns, doing anything and 
everything that he could to care for the 
plague victims in India? There are many, 
many such Christians who do not choose 
the easy end of any task, but who stand 
ready to do whatever God calls them to 
do. Are you and I of that company? — 
we ought to be. Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA, 





have been published in poster form. Fifty-two of these, 


cartoons 
with a display frame, may be had for $7. A number are also available in tract form. Orders 
should be sent to the Gospel Truth Poster Service, 1004 East Main Street,’ Van- Wert. Ohio. 
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Lesson for January 20 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Our Main Job.—He poureth water into 
@ bason, and began to wash the disciples’ 
feet (John 13:5). Inthe old Midway days 
any boy who would have dared to wear 
shoes in summer time could never run with 
the gang. We would have yelled, “Hey, 
sister, come kiss momma!” Consequently, 
no boy of us wore shoes, and in conse- 
quence sported grimy feet with stubbed 
toes and stone-bruises. Mighty proud of 
our wounds, too, they showed we were 
“he-men” who could laugh at sore feet and 
hardships. 

For was not our favorite reading Mr. 
Monroe’s and Mr. Beadle’s dime novels? 
One of Mr. Beadle’s ten cent stories sold 
the other day for $250. We were reading 


' . high priced literature as we traveled with 


Crocket, Boone, Buffalo Bill, and other 
heroes fightin’ the injuns! 

But at night Mother would introduce us 
to a bucket or tub of warm water, a cake 
of soap, a scrubbing brush, and a towel, 
with the command, 

“Now get busy; you’re not going to bed 
with those terrible feet!” 

Nor did we go to bed with those “ter- 
rible feet,” as you'll know if you were ever 
one of Whittier’s “Barefoot Boys.” You 
see, I am just taking some of you old 
fellows back home. 

The foot-washing of the Orient was not 
a scrubbing-brush affair. It was a Cin- 
derella job in the household. I have a tall 
and graceful brass pitcher with a high neck 
and long, curved spout. The Oriental 
from whom I got it said it set in a “bason” 
at the entrance to the home. When a vis- 
itor arrived he kicked off his sandals, held 
his foot over the basin, and the servant 
poured the water, washing off the dust of 
the road. Soft slippers were at hand and, 
thus refreshed, the visitor was welcomea. 

This was the most menial service in the 
home. Takes some skill to do a good shoe 
shine. Anyone can pour water. It was 
this that stirred Peter. Jesus had to ‘each 
him and the others one of the great truths 
of the. Christian religion, to wit, “Saved 
to serve”’—and not to rule, one on the 
right hand and one on the left (Matt. 20: 


:,20-23). 


. We get the thrones later, when Christ 
shall come. While here our main job is 
one of foot-washing — and shoe-shining! 


Getting Down.—If I . . . have washed 
your feet; ye also ought to wash one an- 
other’s feet (v. 14). One of the hardest 
cracks I ever had was at the tongue of one 
of the ablest ministers this country has 
produced. I was one of his ardent ad- 
mirers, and bought and read all of his 
books. I did this with eagerness because 
it was good, helpful stuff. The man was 
a genius. But outside of his study he 
apparently could not bring himself down 
to the washing of a humble disciple’s feet. 
He was short, snappy, and arrogant. in his 
words and manner. What the boys call 
“High Hat.” He had filled some of the 
finest pulpits, but he never stayed long 
enough to baptize the second baby of the 


parents he had married. I have always 


had an idea the short incumbency might 
have been due to the neglect of the “feet 
washing.” 
Doctor does not mean to be rude and ugly; 


His intimates used to say, “The - 
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that’s just his unfortunate way” (Prov. 
23::7;% Pet. 3:8). 

It is not what we don’t mean to do that 
puts the stamp upon us. It is what we 
really do. Now feet-washers, or mod- 
ernly, shoe-shiners, never get into this sort 
of a friend-losing mess. When the Rev- 
erend Doctor refused with a hard verbal 
smack on the jaw (so to speak) to do 
anything for my poor feet (I had been on 
the actual feet for a tong time holding the 
Doctor's impedimenta), he feii from the 
pedestal where I had placed him. I have 
never read one of his books since, I tried 
it once, but right out on the page, I could 
see him as he glowered and snapped my 
head off. George Sample, who stood by 
me with his crowd of railroaders, whis- 
pered in my ear with a laugh, “Now, Uncle 
Billy, will you be good?” 

In this recital I am trying to say to 
every 1ffinister and teacher, cultivate the 
humility state of mind, remembering the 
other fellow is journeying with you as best 
he knows to that Country from which none 
return, Remember those who make good 
are almost always the “feet” men, washing 
and shining. 


Grace That Makes Men Great.—God 

. giveth grace to the humble (1 Pet. 5:5). 
Dr. Smith, our minister, took up a good 
part of his sermon the other morning to 
explain to us just what God’s grace is, 
and then neither he nor we fully appre- 
hended. Here is what the dictionary has 
to say in an attempt to define the odor of 
the rose and the flavor of nectar and the 
love of woman, as it were, all lovely things, 
but indefinable. 

Grace —any excellence, characteristic, 
attraction or endowment, natural or ac- 
quired; elegance of action or language; 
beauty; embellishment; the unmerited 
favor and love of God toward man in 
Christ; divine sanctifying, regenerating 
and preserving influence; spiritual excel- 
tence; virtue.’ Now you know what 
“grace” is—-or don’t you? 

Mr, Lexicographer has done the best he 
could. [ have no doubt he consulted: Mat- 
thew Henry and many others. But I am 
wondering if those who cail that “indefin- 
able something” by a.little two letter word 
“IT” do not come as near to it as the dic- 
tionary. You will note one of the lefters is 
a cross! 

In preaching and teaching, it is the man 
who keeps back of the Lord Jesus who 
thrills and holds his audience. The pulpit 
orator of the commanding presence and 
posture and sonorous voice and polished 
discourse stays a little while and then 
passes on. But the F. B. Meyerses, the Dr. 
Jowetts, the Andrew Murrays, the Dr. A. 
J. Gordons, the Dan Crawfords live right 
on in the hearts of the tens of thousands. 
I had the great privilege of coming in per- 
sonal touch with Doctors Meyers and 
Jowett, and the unique Dan Crawford, and 
if I may use slang, I “fell for them.” Or 
as we would say here in the country, 
“There was something about them!” In 
other words, they, like hundreds of others 
of the Lord’s ministers, had the grace God 
gives to the humble, and it made them 
great (Luke 2:40; Rev. 22:21). 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 


CuristiAN YourTH ts the Tres ‘weekly 
baper for young people. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys” Class 





How the Lesson ‘s Taught This Week 
Beginning: The pathway of the great. 
Discussion: Cite examples in history, 


down to the present day, of great charac- 
ters who have shown marked humility. 


Objective: Any service for Christ’s sake. 











AY, fellows, it must have been a shock 

to the disciples to see the Lord rise 
from the head of the table where he had 
eaten the Passover Supper with them, re- 
move his coat, tie a towel about his waist, 
get a bowl of water, and, bending down, 
begin to wash their feet. I suppose he 
started with John; but as. he approached 
Peter’s feet, Peter’s eyes were bulging out 
with amazement. “Not so, Lord; you shall 
never wash my feet!” That was too much 
for Peter. Far better for him to wash 
the Master’s feet. That would ibe appro- 
priate; but for the One who was to oc- 
cupy the throne of David to stoop to such 
a menial service — well, that was putting 
the top rail on bottom. But the Lord with 
a word convinced Peter; and then, Peter- 
like, that impulsive apostle wanted the Lord 
to give him a whole bath. 

The Lord Jesus, in his characteristic 
way, was teaching the disciples that true 
greatness lies along the pathway of hum- 
ble service. Not only Peter, but all the 
disciples needed that startling lesson. They 
had had a good deal of discussion about 
position and rank in the Kingdom which 
they believed the Messiah had come to set 
up. Of course the twelve would have cabi- 
net places. But even in the cabinet there 
would be some preferences; and James 
and John had aspired to have seats right 
next to the Messiah King. ; They would 
ride in the front carriage in all public 
processions. They would be in position to 
issue orders even to the other apostles. 
Even the mother of these men (see Matt. 
20: 20-22) had gotten exercised over it and 
had personally gone to the Master to ar- 
range. it. ..( How kindly he set: her down!) 
You see, fellows, Peter had. previously 
questioned the Lord on ‘this point ~ (see 
Matt. 19:27-30), saying, “Behold, we 
have forsaken all, and followed thée; what 
shall we have therefore?” And Jesus had 
an.wered, “Ye which have followed me, 
in the regeneration when the Son of man 
shall sit in the throne of his*glory, ye also 
shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel.” And though he 
had in the same breath told them, “But 
many that are first shall be last; and the 
last shall be first,” yet these’ disciples were 
getting ready right now to put on their . 
full dress and sail into the high places. 

Yes, what a shock it must have been to 
them ‘when the King himself took a bowl 
of water and a towel and descended to the 
performance of what they thought was a 
very un-kinglike and lowly service. 

But the Lord set them straight in their 
thinking; and he is setting you and me 
straight today by his same kinglike, godlike 
words, 

It is in the Lord’s economy and scheme 
of things that greatness shall be reached 
by the low pathway of humble service. 
This Principle is even recognized | by. the 
wise in human affairs. Here is the assist- 
ant to a puddler down in the hot, dirty 
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work of molding castings in a foundry. 
He is a young man of twenty. To look at 
him in his rough faborer’s clothes, you 
would think he was a poor boy, dependent 
upon the daily wages he is drawing every 
Saturday noon; but he is not. He is a 
graduate of one of the great universities ; 
his father is the head of a large steel plant. 
The boy will perhaps, one day, be the 
president of the company; but the is start- 
ing at the bottom. 

You are the child of a King; a joint- 
heir with Jesus Christ to the Father’s un- 
told wealth. But the motto on the crest 
of your shield is “Ich dein” (“I serve”), 
and it is through the pathway of humble 
service that you will qualify. Service to 
your fellows and to humanity, wherever 
there is need, will bring to your heart its 
own rich reward, even in the doing; but 
in the doing there is also the training for 
real leadership. 

The Lord Jesus Christ is calling today for 
service. Look about you, fellows; it is close 
at hand, and it leads into the Royal Pathway. 

Greensporo, N. C. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 








PETERS LES Son tN HetMqnhe 
SLRUYIEE 


John /3-2 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


You will need a basin of water and a 
towel. 


OW many of you children wore san- 

dals last summer? And didn’t your 
feet get dusty and dirty, and you always 
had to have them washed before you 
dressed up, or went to bed, didn’t you? 
When Jesus lived on earth, in Judea, he and 
the other men wore sandals quite like our 
sandals, and when they came to a house, 
a servant met them at the door, and their 
sandals were taken off, and the servant 
washed their feet. This was as much a 
matter of course as it is for us to go to 
the door and shake hands and ask our vis- 
itor in, But it was a servant’s job to wash 
the feet, always. ” 

In our lesson today, we find the Lord 
Jesus with a basin of water and a towel, 
washing the feet of the disciples. And 
Peter didn’t want Jesus to wash his feet. 
He knew it was a servant’s work, and he 
didn’t want him to do it. Peter really 
told Jesus, “Thou shalt never wash my 
feet.” But Jesus told him if he would 
not let him wash his feet, he was not 
Christ’s. Then Peter let Jesus wash his 
feet. 

Why do you suppose the Lord Jesus did 
this servant’s work? It was to teach his 
disciples that they must serve each other, 
that not one of them was too great to be 
a servant to the others. If Jesus Christ, 
the Lord of glory, would wash men’s feet, 
nobody else could have any reason for 
not doing a kind act for others. 

I’ve seen little girls who didn’t like to 
wash dishes, and they would leave them 
all for Mother to do. And I’ve known lit- 
tle boys who hated to carry in wood, or 
mow the lawn, and they left that for some- 
body else. 

What do you think about it? Do you 
think Jesus Christ would be happy about 
such children? I don’t believe he would 
be. The Lord Jesus taught people a very 
different way to feel about work. Until 
Christ came, people thought it was very 
foolish for anyone but servants or slaves 
to work. But he came and taught them to 
do things for others. He not only did 
things for all those he met, but he gave 
his life for them, and for us. 

This week I want you to see how many 
things you can find to do for others, and 
if you do them as if you were doing them 
for the Lord Jesus Christ himself, even 
doing dishes will be fun, and you will be 
surprised how quickly they are done. 

Send home the Golden Text. 


Mopesto, CAL. 
we 


“For he dwelleth with you.” That word 
translated, “with,” is really another word 
—it is para; the first syllable of the word 
Paraclete, and nieans “by you,” “alongside 
you,” and the suggestion I am going to 
make is that we may call him our great 
“Stand By.’ He is standing by us, he is 
not only by our side but he is on our side 


all the time: even if we.sim he is on our . 


side against ourselves, and he is always-on 
our side agaimst our foes without—Dr. W. 
Y. Fullerton, in the Keswick Calendar. 
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Teacher Training Lessons 


Preliminary Course of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association 





In this department each week President 
McQuilkin and Secretary Benson, of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association, 
give helps to accompany Unit II and Unit 
VI of the Preliminary Course of this As- 
sociation. In addition to the thousands con- 
tinuing this course in church and commu- 
nity classes or correspondence schools in 
which they are already enrolled, this affords 
a favorable opportunity for new students 
to take up the work. The Preliminary 
Training Course is offered in six Units 
and a certificate of credit is awarded at 
the completion of each. This permits new 
students to enroll at any time for any part 
of the course, and receive credit Unit by 
Unit toward a teacher’s certificate. Old 
Testament Poetry and Prophecy is the con- 
tent of the twelve lessons of Unit II; Sun- 
day School Administration is taken up in 
Unit VI. For information concerning the 
organization of a church or community 
class, or enrollment in a correspondence 
school, address Clarence H. Benson, Sec- 
retary, Evangelical Teacher Training As- 
sociation, 153 Institute Place, Chicago. 


Lesson 3. Old Testament 
Poetry and Prophecy 
By Robert C. McQuilkin 
PROVERBS 


‘Selected Reading: Proverbs 1, 2, 4, 
9, 10, 12, 15, 20, 22, 23, 25, 30, 3I. 


AS PSALMS is the inspired praise and 
worship book for Israel, so Proverbs 
is the book of Hebrew Philosophy, an in- 
spired book of practical piety. Both are 
unequaled in their field. Six divisions may 
be noted in the thirty-one chapters at 1: 1, 
IO: I, 422s 17, 25% %,. 302%, Shs 4. 

One plan for the study of Proverbs, 
most of them written by Solomon (1 Kings 
4:32), is to study the teachings on vari- 
ous topics, as: Filial impiety, Evil .com- 
pany, Licentiousness, Falsehood, Use of. the 
tongue, Sloth, Intemperance, Contention,. a. 
Virtuous woman, Business honesty, Money,. 
Pride, Envy, Friendship. 

Another plan is to find examples of this 
or that proverb, in the successes or fail- 
ures of Bible characters. 

Proverbs does not teach _ salvation 
through a moral life, but it holds up God’s 
standards of living, possible only through 
supernatural power. The neglect of its 
study in Sunday schools and in church is 
partly responsible for low standards of 
conduct and ethics. Its keynote, “The fear 
of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom” (9: 
10) should, as Clarence Benson suggests, 
be written over the entrance of every high 
school and college. : 


EccCLESIASTES 


Selected Reading: Ecclesiastes 1, 2, 
5,9, 12, 


sY JANITY” is a word repeated thirty- 

three times in Ecclesiastes, and “under 
the sun” occurs twenty-nine times (also 
“under heaven” twice). Solomon, wisest 
and richest man of the ages, sets forth his 














Lesson for January 20 


experience with every possible appeal of 
life which might give satisfaction: wealth, 


wisdom, : folly, eating and drinking, build-' 


ing, music, art, greatness, and possessions 
of all sorts. He finds that all is vanity, 
under the sun, that is, judged according to 
this present life. The secret is that noth- 
ing in this life has true meaning apart from 
the unseen spiritual world. But Ecclesi- 
astes views it as though we knew nothing 
except this life, and this is the reason for 
the apparently wrong and contradictory 
teachings. 
Sonc or SoLoMON 


HE most spiritual in all ages have 

found this remarkable book to be fra- 
grant with Christ and his love, while con- 
versely the least spiritual have viewed it 
in a carnal manner and have protested that 
it should not be in the Bible. In the lan- 
guage of natural human love and marriage, 
which in itself may be pure and holy, this 
glorious allegory sets forth the union of 
God with his people Israel, of Christ with 
his Church, of. Christ with the individual 
Christian (Eph. 5: 25-27). A true com- 
mentary on the Song is Psalm 45, which 
is undoubtedly prophetic of Christ, and also 
undoubtedly refers to Solomon’s love and 
marriage, as does this Song. 


ve 
Lesson 3 


Why Organization ? 
By Clarence H. Benson 


| pene spiritual leaders have hesitated 
to give serious attention to the work 
of organization for fear they might im- 
peril the spiritual power of the Church 
by entangling it in the meshes of material 
mechanism. Others have gone to the op- 
posite extreme and sold their Pentecostal 
birthright for a mess of machinery. Ma- 
chinery or organization is not: an end in 
itself, nor does it assure success, but it is 
God’s plan in nature and in the spiritual 
realm. God is not the author of confusion, 
and ‘when everything is done “decently and 
in order’ great efficiency is possible and 
large results are assured to consecrated 
Christian workers. 

1. Organization unifies the school. It 
submerges the individual for the common 
good, and thus develops co-operative team 
work. <A united, simultaneous effort on 
the part of the various officers and teachers 
in the Sunday school makes possible far 
greater progress than the diversified ef- 
forts of individuals. 

2. Organization helps to place responsi- 
bility. An unorganized school is frequently 
a disorderly school. Some one is respon- 
sible for that disorder whom organization 
alone can locate. 

3. Organization provides for efficient 
teaching. The real purpose of organization 
in the Sunday school is the promotion and 
protection of the teaching ministry. It is 
a guarantee not only that every teacher 
will have a secluded spot and an uwninter- 
rupted period of instruction, but also that 
he will be provided with regular and punc- 
tual pupils. 

4. Organization permits the enlistment of 
inactive church members. The Church is 
an establishment for the development of 
workmen quite as much as the accomplish- 
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ment of work. The Sunday school is the 
great workshop of the Church. Organiza- 
tion, which makes it possible to add 
teachers and officers, opens the doors of 
service to thousands of idle Church mem- 
bers. 


5. Organization is necessary for Sunday 
school extension. Unorganized Sunday 
schools do not grow and cannot be de- 
pended upon to fulfill their missionary re- 
sponsibility of reaching the 36,000,000 chil- 
dren and adolescents who are growing up 
to be the godless, Bibleless, and lawless 
citizens of another generation. 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for January 20) 


1. The dispute of the disciples among them- 
selves as to who should be greatest among 
them (Mark 9: 33-37); also the request of 
oso’ and John for preferment (Mark 10: 
35-45). 


2. The parable of the ambitious guest (Luke 
14: 7-11) and the parable of the Pharisee 
and the publican (Luke 18: 9-14). 


3. A defiled saint cannot have communion 
with the Lord until the Lord Jesus Christ has 
cleansed him. Typically, we have this shown 
by the cleansing of Aaron and his sons be- 
fore they could worship (Exod. 30: 17-21). 


4. In one, Peter is taught a lesson in humil- 
ity by the Lord, a lesson which he much 
needed. In the other, Peter is teaching other 
Christians ‘concerning humility; he is passing 
on to us what he learned from the Lord. 


5.-(1) The lesson of lowly service,- follow- 
ing his example in humbling himself to wash 
the disciples’ feet, which was a needed serv- 
ice. (2) The symbolic message of the cleans- 
ing, showing the need of regeneration and the 
need of daily cleansing by Christ. Note that 
our Lord’s lowly service was a picture of his 
humiliation in stooping to the cross to cleanse 
us. 


6. We are to follow the example of our 
Lord in lowly service, in humility of heart. 
We cannot cleanse one another, and the wash- 
ing of one another’s feet does not refer to 
correcting the faults of one another. 


7. Peter protested that the Lord should 
never wash his feet. On the former occasion 
he protested that the Lord should never go to 
the cross. In washing his feet and in going 
to the cross the Saviour humbled himself for 
his own; for Peter to reject these loving acts 
was to ask for death for himself. 


8. His Letters, which breathe the spirit of 
humility; his unremitting service in the 
Church; his humble acceptance of the rebuke 
Paul gave him; his humble giving place to 
Paul and to James as leaders in the Church. 

9. The majesty and the humility of the 
Lord Jesus. As an introduction to the lowli- 
est service, it is stated that Jesus knew that 
he was one with the mighty God, about to be 
exalted at his right hand. Having served 
them, he at once claims their highest adora- 
tion as Master and Lord. 


10. His warm love for Christ and faith in 


him, and his impulsive human and fleshly 
views. 





[ Children at Home 





Cu-Song's Forgiveness 
Founded on fac? 
By Amelia O. Stott 


T WAS a dark, starless night, and old 
Mr. Wong felt as if the blackness had 
somehow got right inside him. . Against 
his better feelings he had overheard his 
new wife’s orders and got a neighbor to 
remove his little. motherless daughter. He 
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felt ashamed after the baby girl had been: 
taken away, ihe knew not where. 

“It was. better so,” the neighbor said, 
—she would leave the child somewhere 
safe. 

Old Mr. Wong had lost his very young 
wife a year before when the baby was 
born, and things had gone badly with him 
since. He had no relatives to keep house 
or take care of the baby and felt he must 
marry again. His new wife, a widow, had 
three children of her own, and refused to 
have another in the house. 

“Get rid of that she-burden. You are 
far too poor to fill so many mouths. I 
cannot bear the sight of the child — she 
is weak and sickly. If I am to help you 
in your shop, that wretched little monkey- 
one must go. I cannot attend to her.” 

Mr. Wong was sorry, but he soon saw 
this new wife would have her own way. 
He felt she would ‘ly starve and ill- 
treat the child, who\certainly was sickly 
and troublesome. The neighbor woman 
thought. it. best. to: get. rid of her, too. 

Still Mr. Wong felt worried that he had 
agreed, but it would make him “lose face” 
to ask any questions, so he gave the neigh- 
bor ‘some money and asked no questions. 

Cu-Song (‘“God’s Gift’), as her dying 
mother had called her, was gone from his 
home. She was not forgotten, however, 
by her mother’s God, as she lay in the 
cold night air wailing feebly on the steps 
of the “Jesus Church Compound.” Some- 
body awoke and listened attentively. It 
was Nyi Wong (“All-Goodness”), the 
gatekeeper, who thought he heard a starved 
kitten mewing outside. His kind, old heart 
would not let him snuggle down in his 
wadded quilt, for he had the very spirit 
of his loving heavenly Father for any- 
thing or anyone in trouble. “I am sure 
that is some poor little thing crying. Oh, 
well, I must see to it,” and he shuffled out 
in his soft cloth shoes and silently slipped 
out the great wooden bar across the com- 
pound gate, afraid of disturbing the mis- 
sion doctor and his household. Then, 
stooping down, he groped around near 
where the faint wail was, and soon found 
the baby girl wrapped up in a torn piece 
of matting. 

“Poor little one,” he whispered, holding 
her close. “Left here by some heartless 
or despairing one. Oh, well, the Saviour 
loves thee well. Had I not found thee 
this cold night thou wouldest likely have 
perished,” 

Tenderly the old man carried her across 
to the Woman’s Hospital where Lu-teh 
(“Ruth”) the night nurse was on duty. 
She was a young widow full of love for 
all little children, and she took this one 
to her kind heart. 

“What shall we call her?” said the doc- 
tor’s wife some time after, when they saw 
that the baby, who had been very sick at 
first, was going to live. “You must choose, 
Lu-teh, because you have really saved her 
life.” 

The nurse smiled rather sadly as she 
thought of the precious baby daughter 
whom she had lost a year before. 

“I should like her called Cu-Song, the 
Gift of God,” she said softly, and that, 
strange to say, was the name that the 
baby’s mother had given her at birth: 

“Name her Cu-Song,” the child’s own 
mother had whispered then, “that is God’s 
gift. She would have been that to me. 
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Promise me, my baby’s father, to be always 
good to our little Cu-Song.” 

Sister Lu-teh had adopted the little one, 
and the doctor and his wife were delighted 
to see her comforted. Cu-Song was very 
happy in her new home, and grew up a 
sweet little girl, pretty as a flower, healthy 
and intelligent. When she was big enough 
to go to the mission school she heard the 
children talking of their fathers. They 
asked about hers, but Cu-Song could say 
nothing. She eagerly inquired about him. 

“Is my Pang (‘father’) gone to live in 
Heaven with God?” 

“I know not, I cannot tell thee,” said 
Lu-teh quietly, who was always truthful 
and often feared that some day some one 
might come to claim the child. 

“That is very strange,” said Cu-Song, 
“surely thou must know where he is?” 

“Ask me not, Cu-Song, I can give thee 
no light,” and Lu-teh would say nothing 
more. 

One day Dr. Smith came across from the 
hospital after talking to his patients one 
by one. He ever tried to get to understand 
them personally, so that the message of 
God’s love might get right over into their 
hearts. One patient in particular puzzled 
him —an old man, extremely sick, who re- 
fused to believe in God’s pardoning mercy. 

“I cannot believe thy God can forgive 
me, because I listened to a bad woman’s 
words and cast forth the child of a dying 
mother. She made me promise always to 
keep and care for the little one. She, too, 
loved the God whom you worship. I broke 
my word, I cast out my motherless child, 
and I have been bitterly punished. Today 
I am homeless, ruined, a poor beggar in 
the streets, because of the wicked one who 
made me sin beyond forgiveness.” 

Dr. Smith knew how ' superstitious the 
Chinese are about promises given to the 
dying, and he felt very sorry for the old 
man in his grief. 

“He does look so hopeless,” he remarked. 
“It is a very sad case, for he cannot get 
better.” 

Mrs. Smith was indeed sorry, for she, 
too, had tried to talk to the old man in 
vain. She spoke of him to Lu-teh, that 
she might join them in praying for him. 

“I will go over and take Cu-Song, 
Teaching Sister,” she said. “There he is 
sitting in the darkest corner of the ver- 
anda. He has such a dreadfully sad face, 
but Cu-Song can make many patients 
smile.” 

They went across the compound to- 
gether, and the little girl ran quickly 
toward the bowed figure and looked up at 
him with her winning smile. Suddenly the 
old man jumped to his feet. and snatched 
her in his arms, crushing her so tightly 
that Lu-teh was frightened. She cried, 
“Cu-Song,” anxiously, but the old man 
interrupted her: 

“T-yah,.i-yah, my Cu-Song,” he cried, 
“yes, yes, my own precious little girl whom 
the neighbor took away ten years ago. I 
knew not where she was left, but truly 
this must be my child; God is merciful. 
Now I can believe he will. forgive my sins, 
because I have found the little one for 
whom I have: grieved all these years.” 

Cu-Song gazed at him in wonder, but 
something in the old man’s face touched 
her heart. 

“Tt is my father,” she cried... “Oh, 
Mother, he has come at last!” And so it 
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was, for though Mr. Wong did not live ° 


very long after his joyful discovery it 
made him very happy. He insisted on tell- 
ing Cu-Song the whole story one day, and 
then he asked eagerly, 

“Does my little Cu-Song forgive her 
father ?” 

“Truly, truly!” said the child. “Heavenly 
Father is so good and kind to me. He 
gave me Mother Lu-teh, instead of the 
cruel one who refused to keep me. Oh, 
how I want to grow big very quickly that 
I may tell every one that God is love!” 


WortHING, Sussex, Enc. 





From the Father 
of a Martyred Missionary 
By Peter Stam 











As was reported in the press through- 
out the country, and in an editorial in 
the Times last week, John C. and 
Elisabeth Scott Stam, missionaries of 
the China Inland Mission, were mar- 
tyred in China early in December. The 
following letter is from the father of 
John, Mr. Peter Stam, Sr., who is 
Director of the Star of Hope Mission, 
Paterson, N. J. 


UR dear children, John C. Stam and 

Elisabeth Scott Stam, have gone to 
be with the Lord. They loved him, they 
served him, and now they are with him. 
What could be more glorious? It is true, 
the manner in which they were sent out of 
this world was a shock to us all; but what- 
ever of suffering they may have endured 
is now past, and they are both infinitely 
blessed with the joys of Heaven. 

As for those of us who have been left 
behind, we were once more reminded by 
a telegram received from one of John’s 
schoolmates in the Middle West, “Re- 


member, you gave John to God, not ~ 


to China.” Our hearts, though bowed for 
a little while with sadness, answered, 
“Amen!” It was our desire that he, as 
well as we, should serve the Lord, and if 
that could be better done by death than 
by life, we would have it so. The sacrifice 
may seem great now, but no sacrifice is 
too great to make for him who gave him- 
self for us. 

We want to express our deepest gratitude 
to the many friends in Christ who have 
leaped to our support in this hour of trou- 
ble. Some may be wondering if our faith 
has been shaken. Praise God, it has not. 
Indeed, it has been greatly strengthened by 
the many portions of God’s Word which 
have been sent to. encourage us. They 
poured in by letter and by telegram and 
by telephone. We thank God, too, for the 
dear Christian friends who came to us in 
our grief and clasped our hands and whis- 
pered verses of Scripture in our ears. 

After the news of the slaying of Betty 
and John had been published, we still re- 
ceived a number of letters telling us that 
a great volume of prayer was going up 
for their’ release from their Communist 
captors. These many friends need not feel 
that their prayers were unanswered. They 
were answered, for Betty and John were 
released. They were released from the pain 
and toil of life, and brought gently into 
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the presence of the Saviour whom they 
loved dearly. 

We are earnestly praying that it will all 
be for God’s glory and for the salvation 
of souls. How glad we shall be if through 
this dreadful experience many souls shall 
be won for the Lord Jesus. How glad we 
shall be if many dear Christian young peo- 
ple shall be inspired to give themselves to 
the Lord as never before, in a life of sac- 
rifice and service. 

We were honored by having sons and 
daughters minister for our Lord among 
the heathen, but we are more signally hon- 


ored that two of them have received the. 


martyr’s crown. 


We are sure that our dear brother and 


sister, Dr. and-Mrs, Charles E. Scott, both 
join us in saying: “The Lord gave, and 
the Lord hath taken away; blessed be 
the name of the Lord.” 


Paterson, N. J. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer. Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











January 27. What Is the Program of Our 
Church and Denomination? (Acts 6: 1-7). (Be- 
ginning Christian Endeavor week. Denom- 
inational Day.) 


Sunday, January 20 


"What Do I Know About the Church? 


(1 Cor. 12 : 12-27) 





Mon.—Calls to worship (Psa. 100 : 1-6). 
Tues.—A witness to truth (1 Tim. 2: 15, 16). 
Wed.—Brings salvation (Acts 4:11, 12). 
Thurs.—Transforms lives (Eph. 4 : 20-24). 
Fri.—Teaches law-observance (1 Pet. 2 : 13- 


16). 
Sat.—Influences the community (Matt. 13: 
33). 
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ages, and regardless. of denominational 
label; is a:member of that one body. Thus 
all believers are related to each other as 
fellow members of the body of Christ. 


4 
All members have life and power through 
the same Spirit (1 Cor. 12:13). All be- 


come members of the body of Christ 


through the new birth and the renewing 
of the Holy Spirit. All are sustained and 
kept by the indwelling of that same Holy 
Spirit in the heart. 

ye 


Members of the body of Christ do not 
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all have the same use (1 Cor. 12: 14-20). 
The hand cannot be used as an eye, nor 
a nose for a foot. So believers have dif- 
ferent fields of usefulness. All cannot 
do the work of a pastor. All cannot be 
teachers or deacons. Yet all are members, 
nevertheless, regardless of their particular 
work or ability. 


All members of the body of Christ are 
necessary (1 Cor. 12: 21-25). We do not 
say of certain parts of our bodies that 
they are unessential because they perform 
a hidden or seemingly less*important func- 
tion. Nor is any member of the body of 
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FA bridge is to stand the test of time 

“and. service, the. load must be evenly 
distributed over the entire structure. When 
a load: passes over it, every part must bear 
its. share. of the strain. It- was the failure 
to. distribute evenly the strain that some 
years ago accounted for the collapse of a 
great bridge and the loss of many lives. 

The Church of Christ is very much like 
a bridge. And often it suffers from un- 
even strain. <A little group, or sometimes 
the minister alone, is expected to carry 
the spiritual burden and win others for 
Christ, when every member should be a 
soul winner. A few frequently carry the 
financial load when every member should 
lend his support. Only God’s grace pre- 
vents the collapse of more churches. No 


. business enterprise could thrive against 


a direction and control. 


such odds. 
ye 
God’s Word pictures the Church as a 
body of which Christ is the head (Col. 
1:18). Just as a body cannot function 
without the control of the head, so the 
Church is dependent upon Christ its head 


ye 
id body has many members, or “parts, 


so the Church has many members (1 Cor. 


12:12). These make up not many bodies, 


but one body. Every true believer, in all 
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Christ unnecessary, no matter how lowly 
or seemingly inconsequential is his service. 


oe 

When one member suffers, all suffer 
(1-Cor. 12:26); We have abundant evi- 
dence of this truth in our physical bodies. 
The inflamed nerve of a tooth can result 
in a swollen jaw, loss of appetite, inability 
to concentrate, and physical exhaustion. 
Less evidently sometimes, but none the 
less surely, an inflamed member of the 
hody of Christ can disarrange and upset 
the functions and effectiveness of other 
members. 


Ps 


od 
Likewise when one member is honored, 
all profit (1 Cor, 12:26). How often it 
is true that a little group of faithful, ear- 
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nest Christians can hold a whole church 
true to Christ. We all need to beware, 
then, of envy: of those whom God has given 
special usefulness or distinction. It is the 
body of Christ to which they belong, and 
the whole body will share in the honor that 
comes to one member. And the Head has 
not only the wisdom, but the right to ‘ ra 
or determine, the function of each part, “ 
it pleaseth him” (1 Cor. 12: 18). 
PHILADELPHIA, 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 
on the International Uniform Sunday School 
Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 
January 14 to. 20 
Mon.—John - 13 : 1-11. 
A. Model of Humble Service. 
Prayer SuccestioNs: The Christian’s 
best clothing for worship and work is 
humility. “Be clothed with humility” (1 
Pet. 5:5). Christ was thus gowned for 
his ministry and for his atoning work. “He 
humbled himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross” (Phil. 
2:8). He set us an example in humble- 
ness of mind in the service of one another. 
it is a blessed paradox that every Chris- 
tian should be subject to every other Chris- 
tidn in the fear of God. Pray ‘against 
everything in. your life that hinders God’s 
grace from its fullest efficacy, 
Tues.—John 13 : 12-17. : 
The Duty of Humble Service. 
PraAYER SuGcEsTIONS: Our Lord’s exam- 
ple, the grace of God in our salvation and 
holy calling, and our knowledge of the 
truth constrain us to serve the Lord and 
one another “with all humility cf mind.” 
Our salvation through the grace of God 
does not release us from “the law of 
Christ.” The two hundred commandments 
in the practical sections of the Epistles are 
for eyery phase of the Christian life. If 
we loye Christ we will “keep” them, Pray 
to understand the divine rules for worship 
and service. 
Wed.—Matthew 18 : 1-6. 
The Spirit of Humble Service. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: For. God-pleasing 
service we must have the humble spirit 
of a child. Readiness, stmplicity, and love 
in our service to God and to one another 
is the spirit that pleases the Lord. The 
humblest are the best, and greatest. God 
honors such. He “giveth grace unto the 
humble.” Pray that you may more fully 
appreciate the blessedness of Christian serv- 
ice. 
Thurs.—Philippians 2 : 1-11. 
The Cost of Humble Service. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: What it cost 
Christ to save us cannot be told. In order 
to save us he had to empty himself. The 
self-emptying was of only that which is 
good. “He emptied himself” as J. Hudson 
Taylor explains, “in order that he might 
deal with empty people.” We like to be 
exalted; he humbled himself. We want to 
become something; he became “nothing.” 
Humility is the true pathway to honor and 
glory. Pray for the blessedness of un- 
broken fellowship with God. 
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Fri—1 Peter S$: im 
The Phases of Humble Service. 
Prayer SucGcestions: Difficult amd try- 
ing positions are frequently met with on 
the Christian course. Watchfulness, yield- 
edness, humility, and freedom from anxiety, 
which are the fruitage of grace, enable the 
child of God to face them as so many op- 
portunities for Christ to show his sustain- 
ing and victorious power. Christ who bore 
our sin desires to take our lives in his vic- 
torious hands. Although we have sinful 
natures, Christ can keep us from stum- 
bling. Pray for his triumph in every phase 
of your life. 
Sat.—Matthew 20 : 20-28, 
The Primacy of Humble Service. 
PraYER SUGGESTIONS: Humility is fun- 
damental and primary. Without it life and 
service lack the seasoning that makes what 
we are and do pleasing to God. The lowly 
are sure to succeed. God has his eye upon 
the humble. “Whosoever . . . humbleth 
himself shall be exalted.” Pray for grace 
to be “meek and lowly in heart.” 
Sun.—Luke 14: 7-11. “Friend, go up higher.” 
Prayer Succestions: Our Lord Jesus 
took the lowest seat; and now he is highly 
exalted. “The highest seat that heaven af- 
fords is his by right.” His humiliation 
was his pathway to coronation. His ex- 
ample and teaching ought to mean every- 
thing to us. Let us live by the faith of the 
Son of God, content to let the. world go 
by, and to let others precede us to seats 
of honor. The Lord observes us, and in 
due time will say, “Friend, go up higher.” 
Pray for a richer experience of the bless- 
edness of prayer fellowship with God. 


Ghe Say School Gines 


President and Publisher 
PHILIP E. HOWARD 
Editor and Vice-President 
CHARLES GALLAUDET TRUMBULL 











Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Possessions. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 

$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.75 each, per year. 

INTRODUCTORY SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Strictly introductory, or Get-Acquainted 
subscriptions, 25 cents for one period of 
ten weeks, either singly or in clubs. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents for 


postage to these rates; for foreign subscrip- 
tions add 50 cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 

Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in ad- 
vance, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies to. in- 
dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 
year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in 4 
package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
323-327: N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


S$V¥n NILSOE 
18 NOOV3S 41 


9f % NYP 
VNOTLVIIYINOD 


gsine 
e177 











;—_ 7 +f 


